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From the Editors!

Dear readers, we are glad to introduce you Volume 9 issue 2 of Kadin/Woman
2000. This issue includes three articles on various topics, a bibliographical work,
a note on North Cyprus institutionalization of gender equality struggle and
documentation of 8 Marh 2010 events in North Cyprus.

The article of Aylin Atilla reconsiders why the writer presents a narrator
whose gender and sex remain undeclared and analyzes how Winterson creates
a narrative which backgrounds gender to transform the hetero-narrative and its
gendered pretexis. An interesting study by Aleksandra Petrovic examines gender
stereotypes in textbooks and curricula in primary and secondary school in
Serbia.  Gézde Kiral, Ali Dénmez and Derya Hasta investigates the
relationships between relative deprivation, belief in a just world and political
participation among women in Turkey. The bibliographical work of Patrizia
Violi presents the outcome of a cooperative peace project carried out by The
Jerusalem Link, initiated in 1994 by two Women’s Centres: the Israeli Bat
Shalom and the Palestinian Jerusalem Women's Centre. Second work under this
section by Sireyya Celmen Deger introduces the first gender equality
institutionalization efforts in North Cyprus. The work by Nesrin Dag documents
8 March 2010 events in North Cyprus.

We would like to express our qcknow|eo|gements to all those who did serious
work for the reviewing and editing of the papers, and publicity of the journal.
We are indebted to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Necdet Osam the Chair of the Executive
Board of EMUpress, our colleagues Zehra Nalbantoglu, Mine Celiker and
Donna M. Ruzzano for all their editorial work, and to Roya Alagheband for her
cover design, to Nesrin Dag and irem Bailie for secretarial work and to Selda
Adadz, Mine Ercoban, and their team in the EMU printing office without whose
generous contributions this work would have never been completed.

Editors

Fatma Given Lisaniler Hanife Aliefendioglu

1302-9916©2010 emupress
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Gender Dissolved in Narrative: Jeanette Winterson’s
Narrative Strategy in Written on the Body

Aylin Atilla’
Ege University

Abstract

Contemporary British writer Jeanette Winterson, in Written on the Body (1992),
problematizes the construction of gender and gendered narratives by
underfaking an experiment fhrough a narrator whose sex and gender remain
nameless. Winterson’s text displays discontinuity of the narrator-subject who
recognizes inconsistency. Not an “intelligible” body, but a “specter of
discontinuity and incoherence,” as Judith Butler calls, the narrator is “constantly
prohibited . . . by the very laws that seek to establish causal or expressive lines
of connection among biological sex, culturally constituted genders, and the
expression or effect of both in the manifestation of sexual desire through sexual
practice” (Butler 1990, 17). Concentrating on the androgenic nature of the
unconscious manifesting itself through writing in Winterson’s novel, this paper
aims fo reconsider why the writer presents a narrator whose gender and sex
remain undeclared. It also aims to analyze how Winterson creates a narrative
which backgrounds gender to transform the hetero-narrative and its gendered
pretexts.

Key words: Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body, gender, body
as text/text as body, Judith Butler, French feminism.

Introduction

In Written on the Body, Jeanette Winterson, by undertaking an experiment
through a narrator whose sex and gender remain nameless, problematizes the
construction of gender and gendered narratives. Winterson’s narrator-subject
recognizes inconsistency yet apparently is helpless to prevent it. Not an
“intelligible” body, but a “specter of discontinuity and incoherence,” as Butler
calls, the narrator is “constantly prohibited . . . by the very laws that seek to
establish causal or expressive lines of connection among biological sex,

" Assist. Prof. Dr. Aylin Atilla, Ege University, Faculty of Letters, Department of English Language and
Literature, Izmir-Turkey. E-mail: afillaaylin@yahoo.co.uk
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2 Atilla

culturally constituted genders, and the expression or effect of both in the
manifestation of sexual desire through sexual practice” (Butler, 1990: 17).
Concentrating on the androgenic nature of the unconscious manifesting itself
through writing in Winterson's text, this paper aims to reconsider why the writer
presents a narrator whose gender and sex remain undeclared.

Winterson's strategy offers a way of thinking about sexuality and gender
that transcends constructions of homo/hetero/ bi-sexuc|ity. The narrator has
relationships with both sexes, however sexual experiences attributed to gender
are not underlined, on the contrary, individual differences are emphasized.
Alison Booth maintains that the narrator’s sexuality is “more indeterminate than
bisexuality, which presumes a subject of dual desires but single sex . . . : an
unnameable field of intersecting desires” (Booth 2000: 18). The narrator is not
necessarily bisexual, but rather is at the centre of a heterogeneous range of
sexual differences: the subject of a discursive domain in which the narrator’s
gender is fluid. Moreover, the text produces other possible questions, for
instance; why, in contrast with the narrator, Louise-the beloved is portrayed as
extremely feminine or why Winterson did not create a pair of genderless lovers.
Construction of Louise’s excessive femininity opens a space between androgyny
and extreme femininity in which multiple degrees of femininity can exist. Instead
of creating two genderless lovers, which might be viewed as the promotion or
elevation of androgyny, Winterson prefers to represent gender possibilities
through a variety of characters who display different degrees of feminine and
masculine.

The love story recounted by the narrator is cut short by Louise’s illness: a
rare form of cancer. Andrea Harris pointed out that “as the narrator struggles
with the loss of [the] beloved to cancer, [he/she] attempts to literally recreate her
through and as a written text” (Harris 2000: 129). For the narrator, “written on
the body is a secret code only visible in certain lights; the accumulation of a
lifetime gather there” (WB 89). The early parts of the novel involve two parallel
narratives: one tells the narrator’s affairs prior to Louise and the other the
ongoing relationship with her. Read inside one another, the former love stories
emphasize the profound reeducation of the narrator about love from a heartless
lover to a committed, deeply passionate one through the relationship with Louise.
While educating the self in and with Louise’s absence, the narrator speaks
constantly of crossing all boundaries between them: “I will find a map as likely
as any treasure hunt. | will explore you and mine you, and you will redraw me
according to your will. We shall cross one another’s boundaries and make
ourselves one nation” (WB 20). In the beginning, the narrator wants to immerse
fully in the beloved's being, primarily her physical being:
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| didn’t only want Louise’s flesh; | wanted her bones, her
blood, her tissues . . . that bound her together. | would have
held her to me though time had stripped away the tones and
textures of her skin . . . for a thousand years until the
skeleton itself rubbed away to dust. (WB 51)

In the central section, the narrator concentrates on the body by reading,
exploring and mapping it as if the female body has been a text. This part
describes the body in precise anatomical detail by concentrating on skin,
skeleton, organs, tissues, and senses. However, in the beginning of this part of
the novel, the narrator defines Louise’s body as a body invaded by cancer cells;
a body in decay and destruction: “here they come, hurtling through the blood
stream trying to pick a fight. There’s no-one to fight but you Louise. You're the
foreign body now” (WB 116). Apparently, the narrator’s understanding of love
expands and matures in the act of writing:

She was my twin and | lost her. Skin is waterproof but my
skin was not waterproof against Louise. She floated me and
she has not drained away. | am still wading through her, she
beats upon my doors and threatens my inner most safety. |
have no gondola at the gate and the tide is still rising. Swim
for it, don’t be afraid. | am afraid.

Is this her revenge? ‘I will never let you go.” (WB 163)

The engendered voice may render itself as unreliable; however, Winterson’s
narrator seeks for emotional veracity. The reader should entangle narrative
threads to realize the depth of their love: “For carpet makers and cloth weavers
all over the world, the challenge of [King Solomon'’s] knot lies in the rules of its
surprises . . . Louise and | were held by a single loop of love” (WB: 87-88).
Moreover, the narrator discovers through Louise the allure of doubleness:

I've hidden those words in the lining of my coat. | take them
out like a jewel thief when no-one’s watching. They haven’t
faded. Nothing about you has faded. You are still the colour
of my blood. You are my blood. When | look in the mirror
it's not my own face | see. Your body is twice. Once you
once me. Can | be sure which is which? (WB: 99)
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Previously, the narrator claims that the sentence “I love you” remains as “always
a quotation” and “the most unoriginal thing” (WB 9). Yet later, for the narrator
who reaches to the point of becoming one with the beloved by transgressing ego
boundaries, the appropriate expression can be “I love to you” which, as Irigaray
proposes, means “I do not subjugate you or consume you” and in which the “to”
is the site of “non-reduction of the person to the object” (Irigaray 1996b: 109-
10):

| love you. | desire you, | take you, | seduce you...and so on,

always risk annihilating the alterity of the other, of

transforming him/her into my property, my object, of

reducing him/her to what is mine, into mine, meaning what

is already a part of my field of existential or material

properties . . . The “to” is also a barrier against alienating

the other’s freedom in my subjectivity, my world, my

language. (Irigaray 1996b: 110)
On the contrary, Winterson’s refusal to specify gender reinforces the attempt to
become one with the other and respect the other. In the beginning of their
relation, the narrator invokes the need for the beloved in terms of masculine
possession and consumption, relegating the beloved to the realm of object, a
method that the narrator has used previously in failed relationships. After
studying each body part from the medical ]ournc:|s, the narrator grqduc”y
attributes subjectivity to each part of Louise’s body. Additionally, mind and body
dualism is deconstructed by attributing signification to the flesh:

Articulacy of fingers, the language of the deaf and dumb,
signing on the body body longing . . . You have scored your
name into my shoulders, referenced me with your mark . . .
Your morse code interferes with my heart beat . . . Now you
alter its pace with your own rhythm . . . (WB: 89)

Jago Morrison considers this part of the novel as a transformative attempt to
“re-envisage and to re-inscribe the body . . . in a new language of signs”
(Morrison 2003: 112).

In another point of view, the novel underlines that in a hetero-narrative,
love claims itself within the systems of gender and sexuality that regulate desire.
As Irigaray proposes,
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desire and pleasure are then cultivated by and for each sex
with the intention of accomplishing the perception of its
gender. The man trains his instincts and drives so as to
become fully man and the woman does the same in order to
accomplish the perfection of her gender. (Irigaray 1996b:
28)

The ungendered narrator, on the contrary, creates a subversive narrative
strategy to challenge traditional gender binaries and essential heterosexuality by
dislodging desire from rigid systems in a non-binary narrative. Zygmund
Bauman, in Liquid Love, defines desire as “the wish to consume, to imbibe,
devour, ingest, and digest” (Bauman 2005: 9). However, the narrator realizes
that desire is between two subjects connected to each other but neither is
subordinated by the other. In this fluid interaction between self and other,
whether the relationship is homosexual or heterosexual, its power lies in the fact
that it is based on what Héléne Cixous called the “economy of gift” rather than
on an “economy of exchange” (Makward 2001: 31).

Another matter that has to be taken into consideration is the use of the de-
gendered narrative voice to create a non-binary subjectivity; that is, the narrator
is constructed within a discursive domain in which the oppositions no longer
have meaning. In Bodies That Matter, Judith Butler proposes that the formation of
the subject produces a domain of “abject beings, those who are not yet subjects,
but who form the constitutive outside to the domain of the subject” (Butler 1993:
3). The term “abject” describes both the “unlivable and uninhabitable zones of
social life” and whose living “under the sign of the unlivable is required to
circumscribe the domain of the subject,” where the subject defines its own claims
to autonomy and life (Butler 1993: 3). To Butler, bodies that matter materialize,
acquire meaning, and obtain a legitimate status. Bodies that do not matter are
abject bodies which neither have legitimate political existence nor can be called
“intelligible.”

“Intelligible” genders, according to Butler, “maintain relations of coherence
and continuity among sex, gender, sexual practice, and desire” (Butler 1990:
17) and the substantive effect of gender is “performatively produced and
compelled by the regulatory practices of gender coherence” (Butler 1990: 24).
The construction of the “not-me” as the abiject “establishes the boundaries of the
body which are also the first contours of the subject” (Butler 1990: 133). Hence,
“inner” and “outer” constitute “a binary distinction that stabilizes and
consolidates the coherent subject” (Butler 1990: 134). Whenever that subject is
challenged, as it is acquired with the non-binary subjectivity in Written on the
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Bodly, the meaning and necessity of the terms undergo displacement. In Butler’s
words, “if the ‘inner world’ no longer designates a topos, then the internal fixity
of the self and, indeed, the internal locale of gender identity, become similarly
suspect” (Butler 1990: 134).

Without doubt, what is subversive occurs basically on the level of language.
The use of the pronoun “she” immediately locates women in a subordinate
position in the social order. According fo Monique Wittig, to refuse to gender
women in this way provides them with the status of the universal. Accordingly,
Winterson’s refusal to name the narrator’s gender is a strategy to attain a
universal subject position through de-gendering the narrative voice. Early in the
novel, the narrator seems to speak from a masculine position; yet while with
Louise, the narrator discovers the flexible ego boundaries which indicate a
feminine subjectivity. Therefore, the narrator’s move from the masculine to the
feminine end of the gender multiplicity underlines how flexible the gender
boundaries might be.

Cixous and Wittig place issues such as syntax, linguistic structure and gender
at the foundation of their challenge to literary tradition, cultural practice and
dominant ideological forms. Cixous proposes a vision where feminine writing
expresses those unconscious and libidinal drives which are specifically feminine.
On the other hand, for Wittig, to create a “woman’s writing” would perpetuate
the very duality “man/woman.” Irigaray shares with Wittig and Cixous the idea
that a new language should be invented, otherwise, the feminine desire will be
left “unexpressed, unrealized” (Irigaray 1990a: 214). Moreover, Cixous
proposes that “femininity derives from the body, from the anatomical” whereas it
is always “already spoken, caught in representation, produced culturally”
(Makward 2001: 28). For her, the female libido crosses boundaries both within
the body and between its own body and the body of the beloved. Woman
desires “the other for the other, whole and entire, male or female;” because,
according to Cixous, female eroticism is not located in a single organ: women
desire all of their own bodies and all of the other body (Cixous 1989: 1098).
She states that this non-reductionist thought is expressed through writing,
because writing releases the inherent bisexuality of the unconscious. In her
theory of woman’s writing, the feminine text is especially marked by a lack of
closure, a flowing and formless language, irrationality, and the unconscious.
Alison Booth claims that “for all its chameleon changes,” Written on the Body
“keeps the discursive and bodily resources in the hands of the narrator, who
finds in the end that the beloved may be a figment” (Booth 2000: 8): “like a
character in a book. Did | invent her2” (WB: 189).
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Conclusion

Winterson's text is subversive since it imagines alternative possibilities that have
been denied by domineering discourses created by hetero-narratives. She has
created a character that is engendered and a world in which the engendered
body matters. In “Imitation and Gender Insubordination,” Butler writes that
heterosexuality “mandates the compulsory performance of sex” and “the very
categories of sex, of sexual identity, of gender are produced or maintained in
the effects of this compulsory performance” (Butler 1993: 318). Finally, instead
of stressing gender, as most gender theorists do, Winterson suggests a narrative
of de-gendering by backgrounding gender to transform the hetero-narrative and
its gendered pretexts. The novel reinforces theory of “gender as performative”
which proposes that binary subjectivity is predetermined by the very structure of
narrative. Winterson foregrounds this by de-gendering the narrative voice in
Written on the Body which appears as an aspect of the performctive de-
subjectivization and evokes a sense of relativity, uncertain cause/effect relations
and provides the co-presence of alternative narratives. By stressing that hetero-
narrative logic of sexuality deploys gendered relations in oppositional dynamics,
the novel suggests that if hetero-narrative produces binary subjectivities,
strategy to disrupt its authorizing structure of the binary understandings of
gender is to dissolve gender in narrative.

References

Bauman Z. (2005). Liquid Love. Cambridge: Polity Press

Booth A. (2000). The Scent of a Narrative: Rank Discourse in Flesh and Written
on the Body. Narrative, 8 (1): 3-22

Butler J. (1990). Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity. N. Y:
Routledge

----- (1993). Bodies That Matter. N.Y.: Routledge

----- (1993). Imitation and Gender Insubordination. Abelove H. and Barale M. A.
(Eds.), The L&G Studies Reader. eds. N.Y.: Routledge: 307-20



8 Atilla

Cixous H. (1989). The Laugh of the Medusa. In Richter D. H. (Ed.), The Critical
Tradition. N.Y: St. Martin’s Press: 1090-1102

Harris A. (2000). Other Sexes. N.Y.: N. Y. State U. Press

Irigaray L. (1996a). This Sex Which is Not One. Trans. C. Porter. Ithaca, N. Y:

Cornell University Press
------ (1996b). I love to you (Translated by Alison Martin). N. Y: Routledge
Makward C. (1976). Interview with Héléne Cixous. SubStance, 13: 28-36
Morrison J. (2003). Contemporary Fiction. New York: Routledge

Winterson J. (2001). Written on the Body. London: Vintage



Gender Dissolved in Narrative %

Jeanette Winterson'in Written on the Body Romanindaki
Anlah Stratejisi

Oz

Cagdas ingi/iz kadin yazar Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body adli ask ve
tutkuyu anlatan romaninda, toplumsal cinsiyet rollerini tekrar gézden gecirmek
ve kliseleri sorgulamak amaciyla anlaticinin cinsiyetini roman boyunca sakl
tutar. Yazar romanda, toplumsal cinsiyet rollerini vurgulamak yerine ‘cinsiyetsiz
bir metin’ yaratarak dilin cinsiyeti var midir sorusuna da yanit aramaktadir. Bu
makale, Winterson’in romaninda sorunsallastirdigi toplumsal cinsiyet rolleri,
anlaticinin ve metnin bilingdisi gibi konulari tartismaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body, toplumsal
cinsiyet ve roman, metin-beden iliskisi, Judith Butler, Fransiz Feminist Ekolii
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Women'’s History and Women'’s Literature in Serbia in
the Context of Balkan Multi-confessional and Multi-
cultural Communities

Dr. Aleksandra Petrovic’
Institute for Educational Research

Abstract

The research refers to the content of literature and history textbooks and
curricula in primary and secondary school in Serbia. The research of curricular
contents is carried out through discourse analysis. Folk literature and history of
literature present a good basis for classroom discussion of women’s social
position throughout history. Unlike literature curriculum, Serbian history
curriculum only briefly mentions the social position of women in the past. The
content of history textbooks c|ec1r|y shows that women are given most importance
if they take part in political life, primarily as rulers. Gender stereotypes in
textbooks undoubtedly reflect partner relations in the given society. The paradox
here is that transition which is supposed to democratize social relation and
improve women's social position has been doing the opposite during and after
the war — it brought back the return to traditional patriarchal values.

Key words: gender stereotypes, textbooks, curricula, Balkan countries.

Introduction

Discourse Analysis: Gender Issues in Curricular contents

Gender stereotypes in curricular contents are a common research subject. The
basic problem is that in some countries the research findings and expert
recommendations how fo alter teaching materials do not bring about any results
in practice. This paper is based on the research of curricular contents carried out
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through discourse analysis. Discourse is defined as semantic relationships
between constructed pairs of sentences and with their syntactic relationships
(Brown & Yule, 2003). Discourse analysis of potential meanings, when potentials
of words and other expressions are used in discourse to mean and understand
specific things (Noren & Linell, 2007), can be possibly carried out in future
research on gender stereotypes, primarily in the research of media discourse.
Research findings of media discourse related to women’s societal position in
former Yugoslavia are included in the paper for the sake of comparison with the
findings of research into the presentation of women in curricula. In view of
literary discourse, it is believed to provide pleasurable ways of discovering who
people are in relation to the various social and cultural groups in the world
(Chimombo & Roseberry, 1998). In case of female character analysis, we used
the findings of research in the area of history of literature, since these are mostly
female characters from well known works of national and world literature.

In the comp|eted research the curriculum qno|ysis was done on the content of
literature and history textbooks and curricula in primary and secondary school.

In the research, women'’s history is understood to be the history of women
(Bair, Williams and Fralinger, 2008; Commeyras and Alvermann, 1996). The
research was carried out on the content of textbook material; therefore women'’s
history refers to the presentation of women in history textbooks.

Women's literature can have a double meaning: on the one hand it is
literature written by women writers, and on the other hand it is the manner in
which a woman is portrayed in literature. As for literature textbooks used in
literature classes, we researched into the portrayal of woman in literary texts in
the readers of primary and secondary schools.

The history and literature curricula were researched in order to establish the
presence of women's history and literature. The research was carried out on the
textbooks for higher classes of primary school and four years of grammar school,
the course of humanities.

It is believed that the study of women’s history develops critical thinking in
students which is achieved by the method of interviews with women from different
social backgrounds (Bair, Williams and Fralinger, 2008; Tudor, 2000). Through
the study of women’s history students realize that the woman belongs to a
separate social and ethnic group which may be vulnerable.

Through different historical sources such as biographies of famous scientists
such as Marie Curie or famous writers such as Virginia Wolf, woman's role in
society can be perceived in a critical way (Tudor, 2000), which should be one of
the goals of the study of history (Digiovanni and Liston, 2005). However, the
textbook presentation of everydqy life of anonymous women from different
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cultures allows students to find out not only about the lives of women in different
historical periods, but also about different cultures and customs.

Research into Gender Stereotypes in Serbian and Neighboring
Countries in Curricula and Media

The Ministry of Labor and Social Policy of the Republic of Serbia compiled a
report on gender equality including a research into the curricula in the Republic
of Serbia (Konvencija o eliminisaniju svih oblika diskriminacije zena, 2008). The
conclusion was that the traditional understanding of woman’s role was still
predominant. Textbooks imply that a woman is a ,weak creature in need of
protection”. The scale of professional careers pursued by women is far narrower
than that of men. Girls are portrayed in roles indicating servility and mercy. In
the ABC book for the first grade of elementary school there is only one female
role — teacher, while men appear in different social roles - teachers,
photographers, basketball p|0yers, hunters. In different textbooks for the Nature
and Society subject from the first to the fourth grade, it is concluded that on the
basis of illustrations girls do not appear in sports activities. Only male characters
are present here. House jobs are predominantly done by female characters.
Women rarely have hobbies. Men perform managing jobs, while women
supporting and marginal activities.

The report also stresses that the subject of religious instructions encourages
discriminatory behavior in students in relation to women. In religious instructions
woman is advised to shun abortion, serve her husband unquestioningly and
defer to him in everything.

Gender inequality is further confirmed in unbalanced number of men and
women authors of primary school textbooks. The number of women authors is
2.87% on average in relation to male authors (Konvencija o eliminisanju svih
oblika diskriminacije zena, 2008).

Textbook research was also carried out in neighboring Montenegro, one of
the former Yugos|qv repub|ics, where the subiect of gender stereotypes was
studied on the content of primary school textbooks: Serbian |c1nguage, Nature
and Society and History. The conclusion was that girls and boys were presented
in their stereotypical roles: boys and adult men as active in intellectual spheres
and as adventurers, while girls in passive spheres gearing up to be mothers and
housewives. Therefore research authors concluded that in this manner such
gender relations were indeed supported in Montenegro, while hindering the
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development of abilities in girls and their full self-realization in the society
(Gender Stereotypes).

Research into gender stereotypes in literature textbooks for primary schools
was also carried out in Croatia at the Institute for Social Research in Zagreb
(Sezam). It was concluded that the textbook perpetuates gender stereotypes.
Women are authors for literature textbooks for lower, men for higher grades.
Women feature far less than men. Women have lower class iobs than men.
Woman is presented as a part of family, while man takes part in public life. In
this manner an expectation is established that woman must be tied to the family
and no choice is left to her, since traditional values are promoted: family,
patriotism and faith.

The research authors advise gender equality training to be carried out among
teachers and textbook authors to become aware of gender inequality so to make
the contents more Up-to-dcte in the direction of stereotypes removal.

Research was done in the region of former Yugoslavia on gender stereotypes
in media. Bosnia is one of the former Yugoslav republics which at the beginning
of the 1990s became infamous for war suffering, concentration camps, killing
and torturing of civilians of all nationalities. In after war Bosnia research was
carried out in the Media center in Sarajevo, which studies women presentation
in media: how are women presented in relation to men; in which articles and
themes are women more present than men and if there are stereotypes in their
presentation; women as subjects in articles and what ideology is implied by such
articles; how is ideology expressed in media discourse reflected on socially
formed woman's identity in Bosnia?

It was concluded that women have a central role in articles on entertainment
(Maijstorovic and Turjacanin, 2006). If women appear in articles dealing with
national topics, they are almost absent in ethnic discourse. Such a phenomenon
is explained by patriarchal relations in the society and male dominance. Women
appear in media as part of family: mothers and wives — archetypes. The older
ones have a better position than the younger ones, due to their life experience.

However, older women are also presented as part of family.

Similar results were obtained in comparative research of newspaper articles in
dailies in Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia (Isanovic, 2006).

When the common country disintegrated, instead of societies developing
towards democratization, nationalist ideology prevailed and in accordance with
this, a new ideology appeared among women that their role should be reduced
to the role of mother and thus strengthens the nation. In societies men have a
predominant role.
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Research results showed an absolute predominance of men in the studied article,
80% in relation to women. Main sources of information are men (44.5%), far
less women (8.1%) (Isanovic, 2006). As far as professions are concerned,
women appear more only in sex industry, and in other professions far less than
men. Women in photographs appear in the sphere of entertainment, primarily,
and somewhat less in culture. It was concluded that media ignore woman's role
and gender issue: strength, competence, productivity and authority belong to the
man, while woman is qualified by dependence, withdrawnness, family,
reproduction, entertainment and sexuality.

The problem of gender stereotypes in Bosnia is the problem of after war
society and ethnic divisions. When multiethnic society is recognized, improved
position of women in Bosnia can be expected, and also in the whole region in
the territory of former Yugoslavia.

Presentation of Women in Serbian curriculum: Women’s
literature and women’s history

According to the ,module outcome” of the adopted curriculum in folk literature
in the Republic of Serbia, after completing the module a secondary school
student should be free of myth-mania and be able to differ legend from historical
reality; be able to recognize the ,underdog” in folk literature — women, children,
folk (Sluzbeni glasnik RS, 2004: 57). Such inappropriate formulations where on
the one hand women is seen as an inferior being and put in the same category
with children, and on the other hand the unclear formulation of the concept of
folk by the curriculum author cannot contribute to the achievement of the goal:
development of equal partner relationship between genders and the elimination
of gender stereotypes. However, folk literature and history of literature present a
good basis for discussion of women’s social position throughout history. When
working on a literary text student can discuss the woman'’s position in a given
social context, and through discussion and other active methods develop
solidarity, empathy, humanity and other positive features in  community
members. For homework the curriculum recommends the topic ,The Role of a
Woman in Folk Poems” (Sluzbeni glasnik RS, 2004: 57).

Textbook contents, primarily history textbooks, have been altered in the part
history of everyday life where women'’s life and family customs were introduced.
Despite announcements of educational system reform and its adjustment to the
European standards, history and Serbian language curricula in the Republic of
Serbia are still extremely conservative, since they are believed to contribute to
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the formation of national identity that political elites hold in high esteem. After
the disintegration of the common state and formation of national state,
ethnocentric contents put the educational system further apart from the European
goals rather than bring it closer.

Unlike the contents of the subject of history, that of literature abounds in
stories about women'’s life from medieval times to the modern day. Literature
portrays women as a subject of love — young love or love for wife (Andric,
2005). The figure of woman is connected to her beauty (Bajic and Mrkalj,
2006). Literary texts portray women’s everyday life in different cultures and
geographical areas in different historical periods. Most common are themes
from olden Serbia, from the Ottoman time, in 19th century or the period
between the two world wars.

A girl had to obey her parents who chose her husband and paved her life
(Andric, 2002). Tragic is the destiny of Bosnian girl Fatima who jumps off the
bridge to avoid marrying a man her father chose for her (Nikolic and
Milic,1991¢). At the time of Ottoman rule, a woman went to her husband’s
house and worked there almost as a slave, completely at the mercy of her
husband and parents-in-law. Women gave birth to children and saw men off to
war. According to folk poems, after husband’s or brother's death many a
woman ended her life or mutilated herself, by cutting her hair, scarring her face
or gouging out her eyes (Andric, 2002) . These motifs are not part of history, but
myth. Women's position in Serbian patriarchal culture is believed to have been
very difficult. Women served their husbands, and sons were more desirable than
daughters (Trebjesanin, 2006). Unfaithful women were said to have been
punished severely. In Serbian patriarchal society, the relation of man to woman
was the relation of a superior over an inferior (Trebjesanin, 2006).

Among folk poems created in medieval time there are also those where a girl
takes over an initiative in man-woman relations (Andric, 2005; Bajic & Mrkalj,
2006). This leads us to the conclusion that not all girls were bashful. Such a
portrayal of a young woman arose in 19th century novels. A choosy girl find
fault with all her suitors, believing they are not worthy of her (Andric, 2002).
There were women who beat their children and servants (Andric, 2005). Such
aggressive behavior, perceived as primitivism of nouveau riche in the Vojvodina
society (a region in the Republic of Serbia), was, in fact, characteristic of
uneducated woman from the beginning of the 20th century, who worked in the
house and was herself beaten by the husband, but when he died she took over
the role of mistress and persevered with aggression. However, in most literary
texts reHecting the circumstances in the 19th century and later, woman was
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portrayed as a respectable wife and mother (Nikolic and Milic,1991a; Nikolic
and Milic,1991b). This is a typical woman.

The problem with the instruction for reader’s text analysis is that it does not
recommend discussion on woman’s position at the time, nor raising issue if the
position was acceptable. The authors of instruction for text analysis do not
condemn beating and fist communication between men and women of the time.
The text is qualified as humorous (Andric, 2005).

Unlike literature curriculum, history curriculum only briefly mentions the social
position of women in the past (Nikolic, Zutic, Pavlovic, and Spadijer, 2002;
Stefanovic, Ferjancic & Nedeljkovic, 2007). Only women known in political life
or culture are mentioned, such as Elizabeth I, Catharine Il, Maria Teresa, Marie
Antoinette, but also Virginia Wolf, and Serbian writer Isidora Sekulic (Ljusic,
2003; Ljusic, 2007). From among local women connected with political life,
these are rulers’ wives who through them had an impact on political
developments or they organized social-entertaining activities. One of them was
Persida Karadjordjevic, who lived at the beginning of the 19th century. The
textbook author depicts her as a brave woman, who expressed more Fighting
spirit than her husband; striving to bring the dynasty back to the throne, she
sponsored the assassins of the head of opponent dynasty Serbian knez Mihailo
(Ljusic, 2003). The wives of Napoleon and Serbian knez Mihailo are also
mentioned (Ljusic, 2007).

The content of history textbooks clearly shows that women are given most
importance if they take part in political life, primarily as rulers. They are
described by textbook authors as “courageous fighters” (Ljusic, 2003; Ljusic,
2007). American textbook analysts concluded that women rulers are qualified
as: fighters or mediators (Commeyras and Alvermann, 1996). Other women
appear as wives of famous rulers, who indirectly or with the help of their
husbands affected political developments or took part in public life of the society
as wives of political functionaries.

Textbook authors put most stress on political history which is the reason why
women'’s history is scarcely present in curriculum and textbooks.

In secondary school textbooks, the history of everyday life is included and
together with it woman'’s role in the society (Dusanic-Marjanovié¢ and Suica,
2002; Rajic, Nikolic and Jovanovic 2005). A woman had the right to estate in
medieval times, and widows took care of the whole household. On the other
hand, parents chose a husband for their daughters and girls’ opinion was
ignored (Dusanic-Marjanovi¢ and Suica, 2002). In the 18th century in Serbia,
women were allowed to go to school abroad and finish a craft such as sawing.
They gave birth to scores of children who most|y died young. |t was more
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desirable to have a male child, which the author justifies by work and military
obligation at the time (Ljusi¢ 2007).

Concluding Remarks: Gender Stereotypes and Balkan Culture

Previously described research, either on textbooks or media in the countries of
the former Yugoslavia festify to the perception of the woman as a being in lower
position on social ladder in relation to man. The paradox here is that transition
which is supposed to democratize social relation and improve women's social
position has been doing the opposite during and after the war — it brought back
the return to traditional patriarchal values.

Gender stereotypes in textbooks undoubtedly reflect partner relations in the

given society. The presence of gender stereotypes and prejudices on woman's
position in the society requires, however, research into the roots of stereotypical
presentation of woman in culture — historical, mythological and religious.
Serbian patriarchal culture is peasant culture in which woman, as recorded in
ethnographic sources, is viewed as a servant to her husband and as such defers
to him in absolutely everything. Zarko Trebjesanin (2006), a psychoanalyst,
stresses that it is first of all necessary to confront prejudices in conscious and
unconscious part of psyche in members of certain culture where stereotypes and
prejudices prevail in order to be able to combat them.
The basic problem in the curriculum in the Republic of Serbia is a lack of
contents on women's history in history curriculum. Although there are numerous
recommendations of both governmental and non-governmental organizations to
infroduce changes in curricular contents, changes aimed at the removal of
gender stereotypes are slow to happen.

Serbian language and literature curriculum lacks literary texts by women
authors. Most authors are male, since there have been few changes in the
selection of literary texts in order to introduce texts by modern women writers.
Female character features in readers’ literary texts, but it is a portrayal of a
medieval woman or the one from 18th and 1%9th century and social
circumstances of the time. Regardless of stereotypes, texts by well known writers
cannot be taken away from literature curriculum. However, the goal should be
that stereotypes are first recognized and then discussed so that critical thinking is
encouraged in students. In this case, instructions for literary text analysis and
curriculum should be conceived in accordance with the requirements of women's
rights promotion.
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In the sphere of additional program and extra-curricular activities, Women’s
history month event is recommended, when, as expected by American scholars,
experience of women from different social backgrounds should be discussed
(Myers, Borders, Kress & Shoffner, 2005). Here various issues can be looked
into: maternity and professional career, woman in family, single mother etc.

The curriculum in the Republic of Serbia does not envisage similar topics to
be covered, but they can be incorporated in the recently introduced subjects,
such as civic education.

It is very important to design a suitable teacher training program which will
instigate and instruct teachers to work on the removal of deep rooted
understandings of women’s role in patriarchal society. Teacher training should
be aimed at the development of students' critical attitude towards inhumane
relation in society.
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Turkiye'deki Bir Kadin Ornekleminde Géreli
Yoksunluk ve Adil Dinya Inanci lle Siyasal Katilim
Dizeyleri Arasindaki lliski
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6z

Bu calismanin temel amaci Tiirkiye’de yasayan kadinlarin géreli yoksunluk, adil
diinya inanci ve siyasal katlim diizeyleri arasindaki iliskileri arastrmak ve séz
konusu degiskenlerin egitim ve sosyo-ekonomik diizeye (SED) gére farlilik gésterip
géstermedigine bakmaktir. Ayrica, siyasal katlm diizeyi yiiksek ve diisik kathmeilar
géreli yoksunluk ve adil diinya inanci puanlar agisindan karsilastirilmustir. Arastirmanin
érneklemini degisik yas ve mesleklerden rastlantisal (random) olarak secilen 302
kadin olusturmustur. Arastrmanin amaci dogrultusunda Géreli Yoksunluk é/cegi,
Dinyaya lliskin  Varsayimlar Olcegi ve Siyasal Kathm Olgegi kullanimistir.
Ulkemizde géreli yoksunluk ve siyasal katlim degiskenlerini 6lcen bir araca
rastlanmadigindan, ¢alismada ayrica literatiire séz konusu degiskenler icin
kullanilabilecek slcekler kazandirmak da amaglanmistr. Sonuglar, géreli yoksunluk
ve siyasal katiim arasinda olumlu yénde ve anlamli, adil diinya inanci ve siyasal
katihm arasinda ise olumsuz yénde ve anlamli bir iliski oldugunu gdstermistir.
Ayrica, siyasal katihm diizeyi yiiksek olan katiimcilarin  géreli yoksunluk
puanlarinin, siyasal katihm diizeyi diisik olan katiimcilarinkinden anlaml olarak
yiksek oldugu gérilmistir. Gruplar arasi karsilastrmalar, farkl  SED’lerden
katihmcilar arasinda grup géreli yoksunlugu bakimindan anlamli farkliliklarin
oldugunu géstermistir. Karsilastirilan gruplar arasinda en fazla grup géreli
yoksunlugu algilayan grubun orta SED’deki katlimcilar oldugu gériilmektedir. Son
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olarak, egitim diizeyi en yiiksek katlimcilarin siyasal katlm diizeylerinin de en
yiiksek oldugu gérilmistir.

Anahtar sézciikler: Géreli yoksunluk, adil diinya inanci, siyasal katlim,
gecerlik, givenirlik

Giris

Disnyanin hemen her yerinde cinsiyet esitsizliginin sonuglarindan en fazla zarar
goren grubun kadinlar oldugu bilinen bir gercektir. Erkeklerle karsilastirildiginda
kadinlar toplumsal yasamin  bircok alaninda oldugu gibi siyasal kahlim
acisindan da dezavantail bir konumdadir. Kadinlarin siyasal yasama katlimlari
hem kadinlarin  degisime olan inanglarini giiglendirmesi hem de diizeni
déniistiriici bir rol oynamasi bakimindan oldukca énemlidir. Ulkemizdeki bircok
kadin kendi gruplarinin bu esitsiz durumuna karsi gikmakta, cesitli kampanyalar
dizenleyerek, sokak gésterileri ve degisik eylemler &rgitleyerek kadinin 6zel ve
kamusal ycscmlndcki konumunu iyi|e§tirmek icin micadele etmektedir. Ote
yandan bircok kadinin da var olan durumun degismesine yonelik girisimlerin
disinda kalmay tercih ettigi gorilmektedir. Bu durum kadinlarin sosyal degisim
yaratma karsisindaki tercihlerini etkileyen siirelerin neler oldugunu anlamay:
gerekli kilmaktadir. Kadinlarin toplumsal siyasal katlim davranislarina iliskin
bulgular (6rn., Yuva, 2005, Giicik, 2006) egitim dizeyi, sosyo-ekonomik
konum gibi etmenlerin  8nemini vurgulamaktadir. Arastirmalar egitim dizeyi ve
sosyo-ekonomik konum iyilestike siyasal kahlimin da arthgini gstermektedir.
Ote yandan kadinlarin siyasal katilim davranislarina etki edebilecek diger bazi
unsurlarin olabilecegini géz dninde bulundurmak gerekir. Kadinlarin kendi
dezavantajli  durumlarina iliskin algilari  hakkinda  bilgi  edinmek, hangi
kadinlarin bu degisim sirecine dahil olmayr ya da bu sirecin disinda kalmay:
tercih ettiklerini anlamamizi saglayarak kadinlarin siyasal alanda var olma
kosullarinin anlasilmasina ve kadinlarin siyasal kahlim davranislarini arirmaya
yonelik yiritilen calismalarda dikkat edilmesi gereken unsurlara  katkida
bulunabilir. Bu baglamda, sosyal karsilastirmalar  sonucunda  algilanan
adaletsizligin yol achgr duygulara odaklasan Géreli Yoksunluk Kurami ve
insanlarin  herkesin hak ettigini yasadigina inanma gereksinimleri iizerinde
temellenen Adil Dinya Kurami'ndan hareketle kadinlarin géreli yoksunluk
dizeyleri ve bu yoksunluga eslik eden adil diinya inanci gereksinimlerinin
siyasal katlim davranislarini nasil etkiledigini gérmek énem kazanmaktadir. Bu
arashrmada kadinlarin siyasal kahlim davranislart Géreli Yoksunluk Kurami
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(Davis, 1959; Runciman, 1966; Walker ve Pettigrew, 1984) ve Adil Dinya
Kurami (Lerner, 1980) bakis acisindan incelenmistir.

Goreli yoksunluk; bireyin kendini baskalariyla ya da kendi grubunu baska
gruplarla karsilastirmasi sonucu kendisinin ve ait oldugu grubun daha kéti
durumda olduguna iliskin inanci olarak tanimlanabilir; ve bu inanca farklilik
algisinin &tesinde &fke ve kiskiinlik eslik eder. Géreli yoksunluk kurami; bir
azinlk grubu Uyelerinin kendi durumlari ile digerlerinin durumu ya da kendi
gruplari ile diger gruplarin durumlari arasindaki farkliliklarin yol aghgi bu
olumsuz duygular izerine odaklanir (Walker ve Pettigrew, 1984).

Runciman (1966) géreli yoksunluk kavraminin karsilashrma boyutuna gére
kisisel goreli yoksunluk ve grup goreli yoksunlugu olarak ikiye ayrildigini ileri
sUrmistir. O'na gore; birey kendi durumunu baska bireylerin durumu ile
karsilastirdiginda olumsuz duygular yasarsa kisisel goreli yoksunluktan, kendi
grubunu diger gruplarla karsilashrdiginda olumsuz duygular yasarsa grup géreli
yoksunlugundan sé6z edilebilir. ~ Grup géreli yoksunlugu ve kisisel goreli
yoksunluk ayrimini destekleyen arashrmalar vardir (6rn., Pettigrew ve ark.,
2001; Schmitt ve Maes, 2002,). Bazi arashrmacilar kisisel géreli yoksunluk ve
grup goreli yoksunlugu duygularinin ayni zamanda da yasanabilecegini (6rn.,
Koomen ve Frankel, 1992) ve bu ikisinin iliskili oldugunu ileri sirmektedirler
(Pettigrew ve ark., 2001; Runciman, 1966).

Goreli yoksunluk kavraminin temeli, toplumsal karsilastirmadir. insanlar
toplumsal karsilastrma yoluyla toplumdaki yerlerini gérmeye giidilenmislerdir.
Karsilashrma sonucunda, kendi konumlariyla karsilastirdiklar kisi ya da
gruplarin konumlari benzerlik gésteriyorsa bu durum adil olarak algilanir, ancak
sonuc beklenenden kétii ise birey géreli yoksunluk yasayabilir. Ornegin; Moore
(2003) Yahudi ve Filistinli genglerle yirittigi calismada Yahudi genclerle
karsilashrildiginda Filistinli genglerin daha dijsitk beklentilere sahip olduklarini
ve daha yiksek diizeyde yoksunluk yasadiklarini bulmustur. Bu arashrmanin
bulgulari, Filistinli genclerin evlenme, ev, araba, sirekli bir is sahibi olma gibi
konularda daha disik beklentilere sohip olduklarini géstermektedir. Ote ycmdan
Crosby (1982), calisan kadin ve erkeklerle cinsiyet, yiksek/disik calisma
statisti, cocuk sahibi olup olmama ve medeni durum degiskenlerini kullanarak
yaphg calismasinda nesnel olarak kadinlarin erkeklerden daha dezavantails
olmalarina  karsin  yoksunluk algilamadiklari  sonucuna  varmistr.  Bazi
arashrmacilara gére (6rn. Gurin, 1985), kadinlar rollerinin i ice gesmesi gibi
nedenlerle bu farkliliklari hissetmeyebilirler. Diger bir deyisle, bireyin esitsizlik
algisini  etkileyen esitsizligin  nesnel dizeyi degil, bireyin 6znel bilissel
surecleridir.
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Walker ve Pettigrew (1984) ¢ karsilastrma dizeyi agiklamislardir: (1) bireyin
kendisiyle bir icgrup Uyesi arasinda karsilashrma yapmasi; (2) kendisi ve bir
disgrup iyesi ile karsilashrma yapmasi ve (3) kendi grubu ve diger gruplar
arasinda  karsilashtrma  yapmasi. Walker ve Peftigrew’e (1984) gore,
amaclananlar  ve basarilanlar  arasindaki fark ¢ok fazla ise, ozellikle
karsilastrmalar gruplar arasi oldugunda ortak davranislara yol agabilir ve
insanlar toplumsal degisim girisiminde bulunurlar.
Runciman’a  (1966) gére yalnizca grup goreli yoksunlugu ve ona bagl
toplumsal adaletsizlik duygulari toplumsal eylemi gidileyebilir. Walker ve
Pettigrew de (1984), kizginhk duygusunun grup géreli yoksunlugu algisini
siyasal harekete donistiren psikolojik bir yakit islevi gordigini ve toplu
gorisme, oy kullanma gibi yapici degisim bigimlerinin yaninda isyan ve yagma
gibi toplumsal siddet eylemlerine de yol agabilecegini ileri sirmektedir.
Gercekten de dusik konumlu birey|erin Uzinty, korku, nefret gibi olumsuz
duygulari yiksek konumlulardan daha fazla yasadiklarini (8rn., Conway, Di
Fazio ve Mayman, 1999), kizginlik ve &fke duygularinin insanlarin ortak eyleme
kahlma isteklerini artirdigini gésteren bulgular vardir (Leach, lyer ve Pedersen,
2007, Smith, Cronin ve Kessler, 2008). Bazi arastrmacilar, gruplar arasi
karsilashrmalarin géreli yoksunlugun bilissel boyutunu olusturdugunu,  ortak
tutumlari etkileyen ve eyleme yonlendirenin ise bu karsilastrmalara verilen
duygusal tepkilerin oldugunu ifade etmektedir (5rn.,Walker ve Smith, 2002).
Ortak eyleme katlimda bir neden olarak grup géreli yoksunlugunun kisisel
gére|i yoksun|uktc:n daha agir bashgl savi bircok arastrma tarafindan
desteklenmistir. Ornegin, Koomen ve Frankel (1992) tarafindan yapilan bir
arastrmada saldirganhga yol acan géreli yoksunlugun grup géreli yoksunlugu
oldugu gdsterilmistir. Grant ve Brown (1995), calismalarinda grup goreli
yoksunlugu yasayan gruplarin ortak eylemlere katlmalarinin  daha olasi
oldugunu, ayrica hosnutsuzluk, mutsuzluk ve adaletsizlik gibi duygulari igeren
duygusal bilesenlerin, beklentilerin engellenmesiyle ilgili bilissel bilesenlerden
daha etkili oldugunu gézlemislerdir. Benzer bir sekilde, De La Rey ve Raju
(1996) bir calismada Hindistanli Giney Afrikalilarin, gruplarinin durumlari
hakkindaki algilarini ve bu dlgilarla baglantli olarak géreli  yoksunlugun
protesto hareketlerine katlimi ne kadar etkiledigini arashrmislardir. Grup géreli
yoksunlugunu duygusal ve bilissel bilesenlerine ayirarak ele aldiklar bu
calismada géreli yoksunlugun neden oldugu kirginlik, kaygi, hosnutsuzluk ve
6fke gibi duygusal bilesenlerin toplumsal tutum ve davranislari kestirmede &nemli
degiskenler olduklarini gérmislerdir. Kelly ve Brelinger de (1994), kadinlarla
yurittikleri  bir arashrmada  altta  yatan  kimlik sireglerinin  de  &nemini
vurgulamakla birlikte, ortak eyleme katlimda grup géreli yoksunlugunun
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dnemini ortaya koymuslardir. Gérildigi gibi, grup goreli yoksunlugu, dusik
konumlu gruplarin yisksek konumlulara karsi dissmanca tutumlarinin (Tripathi ve
Srivastava, 1981), kadinlarin  sistemden  kaynaklanan  engelleri  asma
stratejilerine iliskin tutumlarinin (Tougas, Beaton ve Veilleux, 1991), etnik
catismalarin (Grant ve Brown, 1995), Beyaz ve Siyahlarin birbirlerine karsi
tutum ve davranislarinin (Van Dyk ve Nieuwoudt, 1990) ve genel olarak
top|umsa| tutum ve davranislarin  anlasilmasinda  énemli  bir  bilesendir.
Calismada ele alinan bir diger kuram olan Adil Dinya Kurami'nda (Lerner,
1980) ise insanlarin dinyayi, iyi ve k&ti seylerin onlari hak edenlerin basina
geldigi bir yer olarak gérdikleri vurgulanmaktadir. Baska bir deyisle kurama
gore, insanlar hak ettiklerini alirlar ve aldiklarini hak etmislerdir. ‘Adil dinya’,
‘kestirilebilir’ ya da ‘kontrol edilebilir’ bir dinyadan farkli olarak hem kurbanin
kendisini hem de baskalarinin kurbani sugladig bir dizene génderme yapar.
Lerner (1980), insanlarin adil bir dUnyc inancina olan gereksinim|erino|en ve
olaylari bu inanca uygun olarak yorumladiklarindan séz etmektedir. Adil diinya
inanci, cocukluk yasantsinda ‘yaramazlik’ olarak nitelendirilen davranislarin
istenmeyen sonuclar dogurdugunun gérilmesi gibi gegmis deneyimler, aile
dinamikleri, toplumsal gelenekler ve cinsiyet rolleri kalipyargilariyla bigimlenir.
Bdylece zamanla yapilandirilan bu dinya giizel, Gretken, basarili ve topluma
uyum saglayan Uyeleri &dillendirir. Bu insanlar kiltirel normlar dahilinde
toplumun ‘normal’ Uyeleri olarak degerlendirilirler ve elde eftikleri olumlu
sonuclari  hak etmislerdir. Lernera (1980) gore, hak etme ile ilgili
degerlendirmelerimiz bdylece, toplumsal ve fiziksel cevremizdeki gercek dinya
deneyimlerimizi ve kiltirel normlarimizi yansitir. Ornegin, bir kisinin normal ya
da anormal oldugu bizim degerlendirmelerimizle belirlenebilir.  Bu
degerlendirmeler sonucunda anormal olan genellikle normlari ihlal eden, yani,
cirkin, sakat, yabanci, akil hastasi gibi azinlikia olana isaret eder. icgrup ve
disgrup zihniyeti genel giic normlarini yansitir. Bu kodlamanin sonucu benzer
olanlarin istinligine ve daha biyik degere sahip olduguna isaret eder.

Lerner (1980), adil diinya inancina sahip insanlarin aci gekmenin altinda
hakli bir nedenin yathgini varsaydiklarini ve nicin magdur olduklarina iliskin
tamamlayici nedenler bulduklarini ileri sirmektedir. Yani, kisi yeterli &nlem
almamissa basarisizlik, yoksunluk ve aci gibi olumsuz sonuclari da hak etmis
demektir. Aksine yeterli nlem almissa, topluma yelik, saygi, sefkat, sevgi ve
guvenlik gibi istenen sonuglari elde edebilir. Adil diinya inanci, insanlarin
olumsuz sonuglari hak etmek igin higbir sey yapmadiklarina inanmalarini
saglayarak diinyanin aci gergeklerine karsi psikolojik bir koruyucu islevi
gormektedir. Bdylece, insanlarin risk algilari dissmekte ve kendilerini daha
givende hissetmektedirler. Gergekten de bulgular dinyanin adil bir yer
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olmadigina iliskin inancin olumsuz olaylara dikkat etme ve yiksek diizeyde
kizginhk duygusu, kaygi, depresif semptomlar, nérotisizm (6rn., Lench ve
Chang,2007) ve disik diizeyde adil diinya inancinin daha fazla hosnutsuzlukla
iliskili oldugunu (6rn., Swickert, DeRoma ve Saylor, 2004) gésterirken, yiksek
dizeyde adil diinya inancina sahip bireylerin olumsuz duygular daha az
yasadiklarina isaret etmektedir. érnegin, Hafer ve Olson (1989), yaptklar:
laboratuar ¢alismalarinda adil dinya inanci yisksek katlimcilarin kisisel géreli
yoksunluk durumlarini daha adil olarak degerlendirdiklerini gsstermislerdir. Adil
dinya inanci yiksek kisiler bu inanglarini korumak amaciyla durumlarini adil
olarak degerlendirmeye giidilenebilmektedirler. Béylece adil diinya inanci giigli
olanlar daha az kizginlik ve giicenme yasayabilmektedirler. Ayni sekilde, Otto
ve Dalbert (2005), geng tutuklularla yaptiklari bir calismada adil dinya
inancinin islevselligine iliskin kanit saglamislardir. Buna karsilik, 11 eyl
saldinisiyla ilgili bir calismada disik dizeyde adil dinya inancinin daha biyik
travma be|irti|eriy|e iliskili o|o|u§u gérU|mU§tUr (Swickert, DeRoma ve Scy|or,
2004).

Bahsedilen bulgular, gigli bir adil dinya inancina sahip kisilerin kendi
acilarinin her nasilsa adil olduguna karar vererek durumu rasyonalize ettiklerini
akla getirmekte ve Lerner'in (1980) insanlarin, adil dinya inancini geliskili
kanitlardan korumak ve aci cekme sonucuyla basa gikabilmek icin degisik
yontemler gelistirdikleri ve adaletsizligi  gérinmez kilmak igin irrasyonel
savunma mekanizmalari kullandiklar gérist ile tutarliik gostermektedir. O'na
gore insanlar olayin sonuglarini tekrar yorumlayarak magdurun yazgisinin bu
oldugunu disiinebilir ve izilmek icin neden olmadigina karar verebilirler ya da
acinin varligini inkar ederek, gérmezden gelerek ve unutarak basa cikabilirler.
Adil dinya inanci yiksek cinsel siddet kurbanlarinin bu deneyimleri izerinde
ok fazla disinmediklerini ve daha az sikinti bildirdiklerini gésteren bulgular bu
gorist dogrular niteliktedir (Fetchenhauer, Jacobs ve Belschak, 2005). Bu
yontemler, istenmeyen aci durumlari ortadan kaldirmak igin kismen etkili ve
gegici ¢dzimler olmakla birlikte insanlari aci cekmekten korurlar ve bilissel
celiskilerini ortadan kaldirmada yqrollmC| olurlar.

Ozet olarak, adil diinya inancinin tic temel islevinin oldugu séylenebilir; (1)
birey adil davranma zorunluluguna iliskin kisisel bir sézlesme imzalamis gibi
davranir (2) bireyin kisisel yasamindaki olaylari anlamli bir sekilde yeniden
yorumlamasina yardimei olan kavramsal bir sistem saglar ve sonug olarak, (3)
bireylere baskalari tarafindan adil davranilacagi ve beklenmeyen bir afet
durumunda magdur duruma dissmeyecekleri konusunda giivence verir. Adil
dﬁnyo inancinin bu 6zellikleri, insan davranislarinin bUyUk bir bslimint aciklar



Gareli Yoksunluk ve Adil Diinya inanci ile Siyasal Kahlim 29

ve yasamin her giininde bireyin gelecege yatirim yapabilmesi icin yasamsal bir
dneme sahiptir (Lerner, 1980, Otto ve Dalbert,2005).

Toplumdaki konumlar bakimindan degerlendirildiklerinde orta ya da st
sosyo-ekonomik diizeydeki (SED) bireylerin adil dinya inancinin alt SED’deki
kahlimalarin  adil  dinya inancindan  daha  yiksek diizeyde olabilecegi
dustnilebilir. Ancak bulgular (8rn., Hunt, 2000) alt SED’deki bireylerin daha
yiksek dizeyde adil dinya inancina sahip olduklarini géstermektedir. Bu
bulgular Sistemi Mesrulastirma Kurami'nin (Jost ve Banaiji, 1994) dezavantaili
grup Uyelerinin dizeni adil, iyi, dogal olarak algiladigi gérisini dogrular
niteliktedir. Ayrica, ilgili yazinda (8rn., Oppenheimer, 2006) egitim dizeyi ile
adil diinya inanci arasinda olumsuz yénde iliski olduguna iliskin bulgular disiik
egitim dizeyindeki bireylerin daha yiksek diizeyde adil dinya inancina sahip
olduklarini disindirmektedir.

Ote yandan on iki farkli tlkede yapilan karsilashrmali kisltir ¢alismalari, adil
dinya inancinin Hindistan, Giiney Afrika gibi zenginlik ve yoksullugun orantisiz
oldugu Uciinci Dinya  iilkelerinde zenginlik ve giic sahibi kesimde yiksek
oldugu ve bu kesimin yoksullari suglayan ve degersizlestiren bir tutum
sergiledigine isaret etmektedir. Diger bir ifadeyle zengin ve yoksul arasindaki
farkin biyik oldugu ilkelerde milk, servet ve giic sahibi insanlar diinyanin adil
bir yer olduguna daha fazla inanmaktadirlar. Buna karsilik, adil dinya
inancinin en disik oldugu tlkeler Biyk Britanya ve israil'dir, ayrica bireycilikle
adil dinya inanci arasinda olumsuz bir iliski bulunmustur (Furnham, 1993).
Glennon, Joseph ve Hunter'in (1993), Kuzey irlanda’da yaptiklar ¢alisma da
dezavantajli  gruplarda adil dinya inancinin - daha  disik  oldugunu
gostermektedir. Bu calismalar adil dinya inanc dizeyinin anlasilmasinda
kiltirel baglamin dnemine isaret etmektedir.

Lerner (1980) adil diinya inancinin kendini koruma motivasyonu ile degisime
direng gdstermeyi etkiledigini ileri sirmektedir Bu, adil dinya inancina sahip
olmanin siyasal ideoloji ile iliskili oldugunu disindirmektedir. Gergekten de adil
dinya inancinin tutucu yonelimi tanimlayan bir 6zellik oldugunu gésteren
bulgular vardir (Cheung ve Kwok, 1996). Ayrica, bir ¢alismada (Wolfradt ve
Dalbert 2003), adil dinya inanciyla uyma ve giivenlik gibi degerler arasinda
olumly, yenilige agiklik degeri arasindaysa olumsuz bir iliski bulunmustur. Yine
bir baska ¢alismada (Dalbert, Lipkus, Sallay ve Goch, 2001), adil dinya inanci
dindarlik ve oturmus bir partiyi destekleme ile iliskili oldugu gdsterilmistir.
Buradan yola ¢ikilarak adil dinya inancina sahip kisilerin diinyayr degistirmek
istemeyen, daha tutucu siyasal tutumlara sahip ve tutucu partilere oy veren kisiler
olduklari sdylenebilir.
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Ozetle, Adil Diinya Kurami, diinyanin herkesin hak ettigini aldigi ve aldigini hak
ettigi adil bir yer oldugu varsayimina isaret eden adil diinya inanci Gzerine
kurulmustur. Yapilan galismalar (6rn., Dalbert, Lipkus, Sallay ve Goch, 2001),
adil dinya inancinin olumlu ruh hali, yasamdan hosnutluk, olumlu
duygulanimla iliskili  oldugunu gdstermektedir. Bu bakimdan adil dinya
inancinin yasamsal bir islevi oldugu sdylenebilir. Diger yandan magdurun icinde
bulundugu durumu hak ettigini &ne siiren bu anlayis toplumsal diizeyde sorunlar
dogurabilmektedir. Ulkemizde 17 Agustos Marmara depreminde dindar kesimin
magdurlar felaketin sorumlusu olarak gérmesi bu duruma bir drnektir.  Ayni
zamanda farkli toplumsal konuma sahip grup iyelerinin adil dinya inanci
dizeyindeki farkhiliklar (8rn., Furnham, 1993) ve bireylerin diizeni korumaya
yoénelik politik tutumlarina iliskin ipuglari (8rn., Cheung ve Kwok, 1996) kuramin
toplumsal siiregleri anlamada biyik 6nemi olduguna isaret etmektedir.
Literatirde goreli yoksunluk yaklasimi ortak eyleme katiimla ilgili en nemli
sosyal psikolojik yaklasimlardan biri olarak gdsterilmekte; diger birey ya da
gruplarla ilgili olarak yoksunluk duygulari ve protesto hareketlerine katilim
arasinda dolaysiz bir baglant olduguna iliskin bircok ¢alisma bulunmaktadir
(6rn., Koomen ve Frankel, 1992; Grant ve Brown 1995). Ote yandan Adil
Dinya Kurami (Lerner, 1980, 2003) insanlarin degistiremeyecekleri ya da
degistirmek istemedikleri bir durumla karsilastiklarinda, o durumun adil
olduguna iliskin nedenler bulabildigine isaret etmektedir. Ornegin; Lerner’ a
(1980) gore, insanlar dinyanin adil bir yer olduguna inanmaya gereksinim
duymaktadir. Bu genel egilim kadinlara yapilan ayrimcilligin kabuli igin bir
aciklama saglayabilir. Erkekler ve kadinlar, kadinlarin daha az yetenekli ve
yaptiklar ise erkeklerden daha az ilgi duyduklarina, paraya doha oz
gereksinimlerinin olduguna ya da kadinlarin yaphgr isin erkeklerinkinden daha
az degerli olduguna inanarak ayrimciligr hakli gésterebilirler. Bylece, insanlar
kadinlarin daha az hak ettigi hakkinda nedenler tretebildikleri sirece, adil bir
dinya inanci cinsiyet ayrimciligina eslik edecektir. Bu baglamda, insanlarin
dinyay: algilamalarinda adalet arama gidisiinin etkisini agiklamaya ¢alisan
kuramlardan  Géreli Yoksunluk Kurami ile insanlarin herkesin hak ettigini
yasadigina inanma gereksinimleri zerinde temellenen Adil Diinya Kurami ve
siyasal kahlim arasindaki iliskinin arastirilmasi dnemli gériinmektedir.

Bu arashrmada arastrmaya katilan kadin érnekleminde asagidaki sorulara
yanit aranmistr;

1.Siyasal kahlim dizeyi yiksek ve disik katlimcilar géreli yoksunluk ve adil
diinya inanci puanlari bakimindan farklilik géstermekte midir?
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2.Siyasal katihm, géreli yoksunluk ve adil dinya inanci sosyo-ekonomik diizeye
bagl olarak degismekte midir2

3. Siyasal katilim, géreli yoksunluk ve adil diinya inanci egitim dijzeyine bagli
olarak degismekte midire

Arastirma Yontemi
Orneklem

Arastirmaya Canakkale ve Bursa illerinden yaslari 15 ile 60 arasinda degisen
toplam 302 kadin katlmistr. Arastrmanin  &rneklemi, katilimailarin ilgili
evrenden raslanhsal (random) olarak secilip arastirmaya dahil edilmesiyle
olusturulmustur. Yas ortalamasi 33.59 (SS= 10.03) olan katilimcilarin 125’inin
(%41.4) egitim dizeyi distk, 177’sinin (%58) ise yiksektir. Katilimcilarin 69'u
(%22.9) alt, 163G (%54) orta, 70'i (%23.2) uUst SED’ e ait olduklarini
bildirmislerdir.

Veri Toplama Araclari
Demografik Bilgi Formu

Demografik Bilgi Formu’'nda katlimcilarin yas, egitim ve SED’ lerine ydnelik
sorular bulunmaktadir.

Katlimeilar, egitim dUzey|erini 5 basamakli bir 8lcek Gzerinde belirtmislerdir
(1=ilkokul, 2=ortaokul, 3=lise, 4=yiksekokul, 5=iiniversite ve Usti). Egitim dizeyi
bilgileri ilkokul, ortaokul ve lise distk; yuksekokul, lisans ve lisansisti egitim
yiksek olarak degerlendirmeye alinmistir. Kahlimailar, gelir dizeylerini ise 7
basamakl bir dlgek iizerinde degerlendirmislerdir (1=gok fakir, 2=fakir, 3=orta
alh, 4=orta halli, 5=iyi halli , 6=zengin, 7=cok zengin). Gelir dizeyi bilgileri;
cok fakir-fakir-orta alti, alt SED; orta halli orta SED ve iyi halli-zengin-cok zengin
ise Ust SED olarak degerlendirmeye alinmishr.

Géreli Yoksunluk Olcegi

Goreli Yoksunluk Olcegi (GYO), iilkemizde s6z konusu degiskeni &lcen bir araca
rastanmadigindan kadinlarin algiladigi grup géreli yoksunlugunun  dizeyini
belirflemek amaciyla arastrmaci tarafindan  gelistirilmistir. Olgek,  Kelly ve
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Breinlinger (1995) tarafindan gelistirilen Toplumsal inanislar Olcegi (Social
Beliefs Scale) ve Gurin (1985) tarafindan gelistirilen Toplumsal ~Cinsiyet
Farkindaligr  Olcegi'nden (Components of Gender Consciousness Scale)
esinlenilerek olusturulmustur. Olcekte grup géreli yoksunlugunu belirlemeye
yénelik maddeler bulunmaktadir.

Olcekte yer alan maddeler Tirkce'ye cevrilmis ve iic sosyal psikologun nerdigi
degisik“k ve oneriler dikkate alinarak 10 maddelik bir 8lcek formu
olusturulmustur. Olcek, “hic katlmiyorum” (1) ile “tamamen katliyorum” (7)
arasinda degisen Likert tipi 7 dereceli bir 6lcek olarak diizenlenmistir. Olcekten
alinan yiksek puanlar yiksek grup géreli yoksunluk diizeyine isaret etmektedir.
Her bir maddeden alinabilecek en dijsiik puan 1, en yiksek puan 7 olup slgekte
ters kodlanmasi gereken madde yoktur.

Goreli Yoksunluk Olceginin givenirlik ve gecerlik calismasi, yaslari 17 ve 61
arasinda degisen toplam 312 kadin katilimcidan olusan bir &rneklem izerinden
gerceklestirilmistir. Olcegin fakiér yapisina iliskin bilgi edinmek amaciyla,
8lgekten alinan puanlara faktdr analizi uygulanmistir. Faktér analizi sonucunda,
3 fakisrli bir yapi gésteren &lgek, yorumlanabilirlik kriteri dikkate alindiginda,
2. maddenin disarida kalmasiyla 9 madde ile tek faktrli bir yapi ortaya
koymustur. Bu faktér toplam varyansin % 35.84'Gni aciklamaktadir. Faktor
analizi sonuglari ve hesaplanan madde test korelasyonlar Tablo 1'de
gosterilmistir. Olcek, 302 katlimcinin yer aldigi vygulama asamasinda 9
maddelik son haliyle kullanilmis, grup géreli yoksunlugu ile ilgili analizler
GYO'den alinan toplam puanlar zerinden yapilmistir. Olgekten alinabilecek en
dustk puan 9, en yiiksek puan ise 63'tir.

Olcegin givenirlik diizeyini belirlemek icin ic tutarlik ve iki yarim giivenirlik
katsayilar hesaplanmistir. Olcegin ic tutarlik katsayisi (Cronbach Alfa) r = 0.79
ve iki yarim giivenirligi ise r= 0.63'tir ve bu degerler .01 diizeyinde anlamlidir.

Olgegin 8lcit bagintli gecerligini belirlemek icin, “bireyin kendi grubunu
diger ttm gruplardan daha yiiksek sosyal statiiye sahip ve daha Ustiin olarak
algilamaya iliskin genel ve temel bir istek duymasi” olarak tanimlanabilecek
sosyal baskinlik yénelimi diizeyini dlcmeye yonelik olarak gelistirilmis (Sidanius,
Devereux ve Pratto, 1992) ve Tirkce'ye uyarlamasi Karaganta (2002)
tarafindan  yapilmis olan  Sosyal Baskinlk Yénelimi Olcegi  (SBYO) ile
cinsiyefciligi Slcen ve Tirkce'ye uyarlamasi Sakalli-Ugurlu (2002) tarafindan
yapilmis olan Celisik Duygulu Cinsiyetcilik Olcegi (CDCO) kullanilmistir. Bu
amac dogrultusunda GYO toplam puani ile SBYO ve CDCO alt &lceklerinden
alinan toplam puanlar arasindaki iliskilere bakilmistr. GYO toplam puani ile
CDCO'niin  heteroseksiiel dissmanlik, korumac cinsiyetcilik, cinsiyetler arasi
farkllashrma alt boyutlar ile SBYO'den alinan toplam puanlar arasinda
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(korelasyon katsayilari sirasiyla, 0.13, 0.14, 0.17 ve 0.17) pozitif yénde ve
anlamli iliskiler saptanmistir (p<.05).

Tablo 1. Géreli Yoksunluk Puanlarina Uygulanan Fakiér Analizi ve Madde Test
Korelasyonu sonuglari ile Madde Ortalamalari ve Standart Sapmalari.

Faktor
MADDELER X SS r Yukleri
1. Nitelikli bircok kadin iyi isler 4.91 1.93  0.55** 0.47
bulamamaktadir: ayni becerilere sahip
erkeklerse bu konuda daha az sikinh
yasamaktadirlar.
2. Kadinlar erkeklere oranla ok az seye 3.97 218 0.43**
sahiptirler.
3. Kadinlarin kosul ve firsatlarinda 546 1.68 0.53** 0.55

iyilestirmeler yalnizca ortak eylem ve ¢aba

sonucu basarilabilir.

4. Genel olarak kadinlarin erkeklerden 507 190 0.56** 0.55
daha disik konumlara sahip olmalar

beni kizdirmaktadir.

5. Kadinlara ev disinda calismak yerine 5.91 1.62 0.60** 0.64
ev islerini tercih etmeyi 6grefen sey onlarin

dogasi degil, toplumun kendisidir.

6. Ayrimcilikla ilgili sorunlarla basa 6.34 117 0.49** 0.56
ctkmanin en iyi yolu, her kadinin istedigi

alanda mimkin olan en iyi egitimi

almasini saglamakhr.

7. Bir grup olarak kadinlar toplumda 627 1.28 0.65** 0.73
simdikinden daha iyi bir yeri hak

etmektedirler.

8. Calisma hayatindaki kosullar ve 482 185 0.68* 0.68
firsatlar bakimindan, erkeklerle

karsilastrildiginda, kadinlarin durumu

daha katidir.

9. Toplumdaki giig ve statii agisindan 534 175 0.68* 0.71
erkeklerle karsilastirldiginda kadinlar

aleyhine bir esitsizlik vardir.

10. Saygin islerin cogunlugu erkeklerindir 475 1.98 0.68** 0.67
clinki toplumumuz kadinlar aleyhine

ayinmcilik yapmaktadir.

Ozdeger 3,58; Aciklanan varyans (%) 35,84; ** p<.001




34 Kiral, Dénmez, Hasta
Diinyaya iliskin Varsayimlar Olcegi.

Olcegin orijinal formu Janoff-Bulman (1989) tarafindan gelistirilmistir. Tirkce'ye
uyarlamasi Yilmaz (2008) tarafindan yapilmishr. 31 maddeden olusan, 6
dereceli ve Likert tipi olan &lgek, her biri birer varsayimi temsil eden yedi alt
boyuttan olusmaktadir: Iyilik varsayimi, adalet varsayimi, sans varsayimi,
rastlantisallik varsayimi, kendilik degeri varsayimi ve kontrol varsayimi alt
boyutlarinin i¢ tutarhilik katsayilari sirasiyla 0.58, 0.57, 0.85, 0.59, 0.13 ve
0.47'dir. Olgek toplam puani icin yapilan ic-tutarlilik analizi sonucunda elde
edilen ic tutarllik katsayisi ise 0.70" tir  (Yilmaz, 2008). Bu ¢alismada
arashrmanin amaci dogrultusunda, adil dinya inancini  8lgmek igin &lgegin
yalnizca adalet varsayimi alt slcegi (AVO)  kullanilmistr. AVO icin  bu
arastrmanin - &rneklemi  Gzerinden hesaplanan  Cronbach alfa i¢ tutarliik
katsayisi r=0.69"dur.

Siyasal Katihm Olcegi.

Olcek ‘Yerel ya da genel politikayi etkilemeyi amaclayan bir gésteri ya da
mitinge kahldiniz mi#’, ‘Dergi ve gazetelerden siyasal olaylar diizenli olarak
takip eder misiniz2’ gibi siyasal kahlim diizeyini 6lcmeye yonelik 10 maddeden
olusmaktadir. Olcek maddelerinin olusturulmasi asamasinda, Rosen ve Salling
(1971) ile Campbell ve arkadaslari (1954) tarafindan siyasal katlim dizeyini
dlemek amaciyla gelistirilen 8lgeklerin bazi maddelerinden yararlanilmistir. Her
iki olcekten secilendlceklerden esinlenilmistir. ©|gekte yer alan maddeler
Tirkge'ye cevrilmis ve ¢ sosyal psikologun gorisleri dikkate alinarak
dizenlemeler yapildikian sonra 10 maddelik yeni bir &lgek formu
olusturulmustur. Olcek, her madde “evet” ya da “hayir” olarak yanitlanabilecek
iki dereceli bir &lcek olarak diizenlenmistir. Olcekten alinan puanlarin
yikselmesi, yiksek siyasal katlim dizeyine isaret etmektedir.  Olcegin
bitininden alinabilecek en dissik puan 0, en yiksek puan ise 10'dur.

Olcegin gegerligi hakkinda fikir edinmek icin siyasi bir parti ya da érgite
olan ve olmayan 100 iniversite Sgrencisinin olcekten aldiklar puanlar
karsilastinlmistir.  Bu amag dogruhusundo yqp||cm t testi sonuclari, siyasi bir
parti ya da érgiite tye olan katilimailarin SKO puanlarinin (X= 8.32; SS=1. 60)
her hangi bir parti ya da érgite Uye olmayan kahlimclardan (X= 4.34;
$5=2.65) anlamli olarak yiiksek oldugunu géstermistir. Olcegin bu arastirmanin
érneklemi Gzerinden hesaplanan Cronbach alfa ictutarlik katsayisi ise r= 0.84
olarak bulunmustur.
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islem

Kisisel bilgi formu ve &lcekler katilimcilara, is ortamlarinda ve evlerinde
uygulanmistir.  Canakkale ilindeki uygulamalar ilk arastrmaci  tarafindan
yapilirken, Bursa ilindeki uygulamalarda génillilerden yardim alinmistir. Veri
toplama araglarini uygulayacak génillilere s6z konusu arastrma ve uygulama
sirasinda dikkat etmeleri gereken noktalar konusunda ayrintili bilgi verilmistir.
Katlimcilara arastrmanin amacina iliskin kisaca bilgi verildikten sonra
arastrmaya katlmak isteyip istemedikleri sorulmustur. Géniilli  katlimcilara
kimlik bilgilerini vermelerinin gerekli olmadigi belirtilmis, ydnergeleri okuyup
sorulara yanit vermeleri istenmistir.  Anlasilamayan noktalarda  gerekli
aciklamalar yapilmistir. Olceklerin uygulanmasi yaklasik olarak 15-25 dakika
sUrmistir.  Sonuglarla ilgili bilgi edinmek isteyen katlimcilara arastrma
tamamlandiktan sonra kendileriyle iletisime gegilecegi ifade edilmistir.

Bulgular

Siyasal Katihm Dizeyi Yiksek ve Disik Katlimclarin
Olceklerden Aldiklari Puanlar Acisindan Karsilastirilmasi

Arastirmanin amaci dogrultusunda, siyasal kahlim dizeyi yiksek ve dusik
katlimailarin; géreli yoksunluk ve adil dinya inanci puanlarn bakimindan
farkhlagip ~ farklasmadigini  belirlemek icin, &rneklem,  Siyasal ~ Kahlim
é|<;e§1i’nden alinan toplam puanlar agisindan ortalamanin (X= 3.37, ss= 2,10)
bir standart sapma Usti ve bir standart sapma alti olmak Gzere iki gruba
ayrilmistr. Bu ortalama puanin bir standart sapma Usti 5.47, bir standart
sapma alti ise 1,27'dir. Bdylece &rneklem siyasal katilim diizeyi yiksek (>5.47,
n= 74) ve siyasal katlim dizeyi distk (<1.27, n= 63) olmak izere ikiye
ayrilmishr. Bu iki ug grup, “Géreli Yoksunluk

Olcegi” ile “Adalet Varsayimi Olcegi” acisindan karsilastinilmislardir. Sonuclar
Tablo 2'de gérilmektedir.

Tablo 2. Alt Grup- Ust Grup Ortalama, Standart Sapma ve t Degerleri
Alt Ust
X SS X SS t
GYO 45.3 104 513 8.2 37"
AVO 335 80 297 75 2.8
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Tablo 2'de de gorildigi gibi, siyasal katlimi yiksek olan katlimcilarin géreli
yoksunluk puanlari, siyasal kahlimi distk olan katilimcilarinkinden anlamli
olarak yiksektir. Baska bir deyisle, siyasal katlim diizeyi yiiksek olan kadinlar,
siyasal katlim diizeyi distk olan kadinlardan daha fazla géreli yoksunluk

hissetmektedir.

Gruplar Arasi Farkhliklar

Tablo 3. GYO, AVO ve SKO'den Alinan Puanlarin Ortalama ve Standart

Sapma Degerleri

Egitim SED Ortalama Std. Sapma N
GYO dustk Alt SED 45,85 13,05 54
Orfa SED 50,6552 8,89 58
Ust SED 45,38 7,53 13
Toplam 48,03 10,98 125
yiksek Alt SED 48,27 9,76 15
Orfa SED 49,56 7,16 104
Ust SED 47,88 6,63 57
Toplam 48,90 7,25 176
Toplam Alt SED 46,38 12,38 69
Orfa SED 49,95 7,81 162
Ust SED 47,41 6,82 70
Toplam 48,54 8,98 301
AVO dusik Alt SED 29,91 8,64 54
Orfa SED 32,33 7,84 58
Ust SED 34,6154 6,73 13
Toplam 31,52 8,1850 125
yiksek Alt SED 28,73 8,34 15
Orfa SED 29,17 7,04 104
Ust SED 30,93 7,27 57
Toplam 29,70 7,24 176
Toplam Alt SED 29,65 8,53 69
Orfa SED 30,30 7,47 162
Ust SED 31,61 7,27 70
Toplam 30,46 7,6856 301
sKO dustk Alt SED 2,85 2,21 54
Orfa SED 3,29 2,38 58
Ust SED 2,08 1,32 13
Toplam 2,98 2,24 125
yiksek Alt SED 3,80 2,21 15
Orfa SED 3,51 1,79 104
Ust SED 3,84 2,1859 57
Toplam 3,64 1,96 176
Toplam Alt SED 3,06 2,23 69
Orfa SED 3,43 2,02 162
Ust SED 3,51 2,16 70
Toplam 3,3654 2,10 301




Géreli Yoksunluk ve Adil Diinya inanci ile Siyasal Katilim 37

Bu asamada, Géreli Yoksunluk Olcegi (GYO), Adalet Varsayimi slcegi (AVO)
ve Siyasal Katiim Olcegi'nden (SKO) alinan puanlar iizerinde Egitim dizeyi ve
Sosyo-ekonomik diizey degiskenlerinin bir etkisinin olup olmadigina bakilmistr.
Bu amagla, yasin etkisi kontrol edilerek “2 (Egitim) x 3 (SED)” bagimsiz
drneklem grubu desenine uygun cok degiskenli varyans analizi (MANCOVA)
yapilmistir. Ortalamalar ve standart sapma degerleri Tablo 3'te verilmistir.

Analiz sonucunda, yas degiskeninin (Wilks’ Lambda degeri 0.95; F degeri
4.8, p< 0.5) bagimli degiskenler izerinde anlamli bir etkisi oldugu anlasilmistr.
Yapilan MANCOVA analizinin sonuglari Tablo 4'te verilmistir.

Tablo 4. Gruplar Arasi Karsilashrmalara iliskin Bulgular
Degisim kaynag:: egitim (1-294)

Degiskenler Kareler Toplami Ortalama Kare Eta®
GY(:? 240.89 240.89 3.16 0.01
AVO 370.294 370.29 6.41 0.02
SKO 51.83 51.83 *12.14 0.04

Degisim kaynagi: sosyo-ekonomik dizey (2-294)

Degiskenler Kareler Toplami Ortalama Kare F Eta®
GYO 628.55 314.28 *4.12 0.03
AVO 266.62 133.31 2.31 0.02
kO 6.73 3.36 0.79 0.00
Degisim kaynag:: egitim-sosyo-ekonomik dizey (2-294)

Degiskenler Kareler Toplami  Ortalama Kare F Eta®
GYO 144.58 7229 095 0.01
AVO 36.47 1823  0.32 0.00
SKO 17.92 8.96 2.01 0.01

*P<0.05

Tablo 4'ten de anlasilabilecegi gibi, Géreli Yoksunluk Olcegi’nden (GYO) alinan
toplam puanlar izerindeki SED temel etkisi (Fo.201- 4,12; p<0.05) anlamli
bulunmustur. Tukey HSD formiili kullanilarak yapilan gruplar arasi karsilashrma

sonuglarina gére, orta SED'den kahlimallarin géreli yoksunluk puanlar (x =

49,95; ss=7.82), alt (x= 46.38; ss=12.38) ve Ust SED'den (x= 47.41;
5s=6.82) kahlimcilarinkinden anlamli olarak daha ytksek bulunmustur (q
degerleri sirasiyla; 4.01, 2.87, 0.98). Diger bir deyisle, orta sosyoekonomik
dizeydeki katimcilar alt ve Ust sosyoekonomik diizeydekilerden daha fazla
goreli yoksunluk duygusu



38 Kiral, Dénmez, Hasta

yasamaktadirlar.  Diger degiskenler Uzerindeki SED temel etkisi anlamli
bu|unmom|§hr.

Katlimcilarin Siyasal Katilim Olcegi’nden aldiklari toplam puanlar tzerindeki
egitim temel etkisi anlamhidir (Fy.001= 12.14; p<0.05). Tukey HSD formili
kullanilarak yapilan gruplar arasi karsilashrma sonuglarina gére egitim diizeyi

yiksek katilimcilarin siyasal katihm puanlar, (x = 3.64; ss=1.96); disik (x =
2.98; ss=2.24) egitim dizeyine sahip katlimcilarinkinden anlamli olarak yiksek
bulunmustur (q=3.88). Diger degiskenler Gzerindeki egitim temel etkisi anlamli
degildir. Arashrmada, anlamli higbir ortak etkiye rastlanmamstir.

Tarhisma

Bu arastirmada, siyasal kahlim dizeyi yiksek ve dusik katlimcilar géreli
yoksunluk ve adil dinya inanci puanlari agisindan karsilashrilmishr. Ayrica,
goreli yoksunluk, adil dinya inanci ve siyasal katlim degiskenlerinin egitim ve
sosyo-ekonomik dizeye goére farlilk gdsterip gdstermedigi arastirimistir.
Arastirmanin bulgularina gére, siyasal kahlim diizeyi yisksek katlimcilarin géreli
yoksunluk puanlari, siyasal katihmi dissik kahlimcilarinkinden anlamli olarak
daha yiksektir. Diger bir deyisle, siyasal kahlim dizeyi yiksek olan kadinlar,
siyasal katilim dizeyi disik olanlardan daha fazla géreli yoksunluk duygusu
yasamaktadirlar. Géreli yoksunlukla ilgili yazinda siyasal katilim degiskeninin
siklikla ele alindigr gérilmektedir. S6z konusu ¢alisma bulgular bu arastirmanin
bulgusu ile tutarlidir.  Ornegin, Walker ve Pettigrew (1984), grup géreli
yoksunlugu yasayan bireylerin toplumsal degisimi saglama yéninde davranislar
sergileyebileceklerini, ayrica grup géreli yoksunlugunun Snemli duygusal
bilesenlerinden biri olan kizginlik duygusunun grup géreli yoksunlugu algisini
siyasal harekete dénistiren psikolojik bir yakit islevi gordigini ve toplu
gorisme, oy kullanma gibi yapici degisim bigimlerinin yaninda isyan ve yagma
gibi top|umsc:| siddete de yo| q(;cbi|ece§]ini ileri sirmektedir. Bir baska calismada
(De La Rey ve Raju, 1996), Hindistanli Giiney Afrikalilarin, gruplarinin durumlar
hakkindaki algilari ve bu dlgilamayla baglantli olarak géreli yoksunlugun
protesto hareketlerine katilimi ne kadar etkiledigi arastirilmis, grup — goreli
yoksunlugunun neden oldugu kirginlik, kaygi, hosnutsuzluk ve dfke gibi duygusal
bilesenlerin toplumsal tutum ve davranislari kestirmede &nemli degiskenler
olduklart grilmistir.

Siyasal kahlimi yiksek ve disik olan katlimclarin adil diinya inanci
bakimindan  farklilasmadiklari - gérilmektedir. Yiksek dizeyde adil dinya
inancinin degisime direng gdstermeyi etkiledigi gorist disintldiginde (Lerner,
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1980) siyasal katihmi yiksek ve distk olan katlimcilarin adil dinya inanci
bakimindan farklilasmalari beklenebilir. Ancak adil diinya inancinin tutucu
yénelimi tanimlayan bir &zellik oldugunu (Cheung ve Kwok, 1996), adil dinya
inanciyla uyma ve giivenlik gibi degerler arasinda olumlu, yenilige aciklik degeri
arasindaysa olumsuz bir iliski bulundugunu (Wolfradt ve Dalbert 2003), adil
dinya inanci dindarlik ve oturmus bir partiyi destekleme ile iliskili oldugunu
(Dalbert, Lipkus, Sallay ve Goch, 2001) gésteren bulgular, siyasal kahlim ile adil
diinya inanci arasinda olumsuz yénde bir iliskidense sag ideolojiyi destekleme
ile arasinda olumlu ydnde bir iliski beklenebilecegini akla getirmektedir.
Gergeklestirilecek sonraki calismalarda, ideolojik géris ve adil dinya inanci
dizeyi arasindaki iliskilerin anlasilabilmesi bakimindan  katilimailarin - hangi
ideolojik gorist desteklediklerine iliskin bilgilerin alinmasi énerilmektedir.

Farkli SED’lerden katlimcilar arasinda grup géreli yoksunlugu bakimindan
anlaml farkliliklar bulunmustur. Karsilastirilan gruplar arasinda en fazla grup
goreli yoksunlugu algilayan grubun orta SED'deki katlimcilar  oldugu
gorilmektedir. Uyguloma sirasinda, alt SED’e girebilecek  kahlimcilarin
demografik bilgi formunda kullanilan ‘Size gére aileniz hangi ekonomik gruba
girer?’ sorusuna orta halli secenegini isaretleme egilimi  gdsterdikleri
gozlenmistir. Bu durum orta SED’deki katiimcilarin alt SED'deki katilimcilardan
daha yiksek dizeyde goreli yoksunluk puani almalarina agiklik getirebilir.
Konuya iliskin bir baska agikloma ise, géreli yoksunluk algisinin nesnel
kosullardan dogmadigr gdristnin (8rn., Crosby, 1982, Phelan, 1994)
dogrulanmasi seklinde yapilabilir. Ayrica bu bulgu alt SED’deki katlimcilarin
dezavantaijli konumda olduklarini algilamadiklarini akla getirmektedir (6.,
Crosby, 1982).

Farkli egitim dizeyindeki kahlimcilar arasinda grup goreli yoksunlugu
bakimindan anlamli farklilik bulunmamistir. Ancak farkli egitim dizeylerinden
kahlimalarin ortalamalarina bakildiginda egitim dizeyi yisksek kahlimcilarin
grup goreli yoksunlugu puanlarinin daha yisksek oldugu gérilmekte olup bu
bu|gu arastirmacinin beklentisi dogruhusundqdlr.

Egitim dizeyi agisindan karsilashrilan katiimcilar arasinda egitim diizeyi
yiksek olanlarin siyasal kahlim dizeylerinin de en yiiksek oldugu gérilmektedir.
Bu sonuc egitim diizeyinin siyasal katilim diizeyini etkiledigi yani egitim dizeyi
arttika siyasal katlim diizeyinin de arthg dogrultusundaki bulgularla tutarlidir
(6rn., Yuva, 2005, Giicitk, 2006).

Farkli SED’lerden katlimcilar arasinda siyasal kahlim bakimindan anlamls
farkhliklar bulunmamistir. Ancak farkli SED’den katilimcilarin ortalamalarina
bakildiginda alt  SED'deki  katlimcilarin ~ siyasal  kahlim  puanlarinin
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ortalamalarinin en distk oldugu gérilmekte olup bu bulgu arashrmacinin
beklentisi dogrultusundadir.

Farkli SED’lerden katlimcilar arasinda adil dinya inanci bakimindan farklilik
bulunmamistir. ilgili yazinda (8m., Hunt, 2000) alt SED'den bireylerin adil
dinya inanci dizeylerinin daha yiksek olduguna isaret eden bulgulara
rastlanmakiadir. Ote yc:ndcm ycp||c|n qu§||0§hrmq|| kiltor <;c|||§mc1|c|r| (6.,
Furnham, 1993; Glennon, Joseph ve Hunter, 1993) adil dinya inanci diizeyinin
anlasilmasinda kiltirel baglamin énemine isaret etmektedir. Bu ¢alismada farkls
SED'den katlimcllar arasinda adil  dinya inanci bakimindan  farklilik
bulunmamas: kiltirel farkliliklara isaret edebilecegi gibi, katlimcilarin SED’ini
belirlemek amaciyla demografik bilgi formunda kullanilan ‘Size gére aileniz
hangi ekonomik gruba girer?” sorusuna verilen yanitlarin  katlimcilar
gruplandirmada yarathg sikinhidan da kaynaklanmis olabilir.

Farkli egitim dizeylerindeki kahlimcilar arasinda adil  dinya inanci
bakimindan anlamli bir farklilik gérilmemektedir. Ancak egitim dizeyi farkl
katihmcilarin  ortalamalarina  bakildiginda  disik  egitim  diizeyindeki
katihmeilarin adil dinya inanci puanlarinin ortalamalarinin en yiksek oldugu

gorilmekte olup bu bulgu arastirmacinin beklentisi dogrultusundadir (&rn., Hunt,
2000).

Arastirmanin Sinirhiliklan ve Oneriler

Bu arastrmanin en dnemli sinirhliklarindan biri, dlceklerin farkli SED ve egitim
dizeyindeki kadin katilimcilara uygulanmasinda ortaya cikmaktadir. Gruplar
arasindaki SED ve egitim dizeyi farkliliklarinin arastrmada kullanilan slcek
maddelerinin  anlasilmasi  bakimindan  arastirmaya  énemli slgide  sinirlilik
getirdigi dustnilmektedir. Uygulamadan énce katilimcilara 8lcekler hakkinda
bilgi verilmis ve anlasilmayan noktalar Gzerinde durularak bu sikintinin éniine
gegilmeye galisilmistir.

Arastirmanin bir diger sinirllig ise,  katlimcilarin  SED’ini belirlemek
amaciyla demografik bilgi formuna konulan ‘Size gére aileniz hangi ekonomik
gruba girer?’ sorusuna verilen yanitlarin katlimeilari gruplandirmada sikints
yaratmasidir. Sonraki ¢alismalarda bu ifade yerine aylik ve/veya yillik ortalama
gelirin sorulmasinin bu sorunu ortadan kaldiracagr distiniimektedir.

Sonraki ¢alismalarda fayda saglanabilecek bir diger konu, géreli yoksunluk
algisinin altinda yatan kimlik siireglerinin ve géreli yoksunluk algisinin bilissel ve
duygusal boyutlarinin dikkate alinmasidir. Pek ok arastrmaci gruplar arasi
karsilashrmalarin gére|i yoksun|u§un bilissel boyutunu o|U§turdUQunu, ortak
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tutumlari etkileyen ve eyleme ydnlendirenin ise bu karsilastrmalara verilen
duygusal tepkilerin oldugunu ileri stirmektedir (6rn.,Walker ve Smith, 2002).
Bununla birlikte, dezavantaijli durumlarina iliskin grup temelinde kizginlik duyan
grup Uyelerinin ortak eylemi desteklediklerine, grup temelinde duyulan
Uzintinin ise rgitsel baghhgr azalthgina iliskin bulgular  (8rn. Smith, Cronin
ve Kessler, 2008) géreli yoksunluk algisinda farkli duygularin énemine dikkat
cekmektedir.

Ortak eyleme katlimda kimlik sireclerinin énemli roli oldugunu gésteren
bulgular (6rn., Kelly ve Brelinger, 1994) géreli yoksunluk algisinin altinda yatan
kimlik streglerine vurgu yapilmasinin da yararl olabilecegini géstermektedir.
Ayrica, Tirkiye'de yasayan farkli etnik gruplarin oldugu gercegi ve farkli etnik
gruplar arasindaki esitsizliklerin dezavantaijli konumdaki etnik grubun Gyelerinin
yoksunluk algisini etkiledigi bilgisinden (6rn., Koomen ve Frankel, 1992, Moore,
2003, De La Rey ve Raju, 1996) hareketle Tirkiye'de yasayan farkli etnik
kokenlere sahip kadinlarin etnik kimliklerinin géreli yoksunluk algilarini ve
siyasal katim dizeylerini nasil etkiledigini anlomak da bu agidan &nem
tasimaktadir.

Sonuc

Bazi arashrmacilara gére, esitlik icin semalar gelistirmeden 6nce, toplumun
icindeki bireylerin toplumsal cinsiyet esitsizligi gerceginin farkinda olmalari ve
kisisel olarak etkilenmelerinin  saglanmasi gerekmektedir. insanlar sistemin
adaletsiz oldugunun farkina varirlarsa degisim igin seferber olmalari olasiliklar:
artacakhr. Oysa arastrmalar insanlarin - cinsiyet ayrimciliginin ~ farkinda
olmadiklarini, hatta kadinlar arasinda bile, kadina yénelik ayrimciligin farkinda
olanlarin ¢ok az oldugunu géstermektedir (Crosby, 1982).

Crosby (1982), ¢alisan kadin ve erkeklerle cinsiyet, yiksek/dusik calisma
statisii, gocuk sahibi olup olmama ve medeni durum degiskenlerini temel alarak
yaphgi bir calismasinda, nesnel olarak kadinlarin erkeklere oranla daha
dezavantajli olmalarina karsin, yoksunluk algilamadiklari sonucuna varmistir.
Crosby bu calismasinin sonuglarini,  yoksunluk algisinin 6znelligi ile ilgili
olmakla birlikte, kadinlarin yasamlarini is yasami, ev yasami gibi parcalara
ayirarak algilama egiliminde olduklari ve bu ¢oklu rollerin herhangi bir rolle
ilgili olarak ortaya gikabilecek hosnutsuzluga karsi koruma sagladig yorumunu
yapmaktadir. Gurin de (1985) benzer bicimde, etnik gruplar, isci gruplari gibi,
gruplar arasinda daha fazla grup géreli yoksunlugu algilandigini, buna karsin,
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kadinlarin rollerinin i¢ ice gecmesi gibi nedenlerle farklliklari pek fazla
hissetmediklerini 6ne siirmektedir.

Bu arastrmada ortaya ¢ikan en &nemli bulgu; grup goreli yoksunlugu
algilayan kadinlarin siyasal kahlim dizeylerinin daha yiksek olmasidir.  Genel
olarak kadinlarin erkeklerden daha dezavantaijli bir konumda bulunduklarini
algilayan  kadinlar  toplumsal  degisme gidusiyle siyasal  katilimlarini
arhrmaktadirlar. Bu bulgu, grup géreli yoksunlugunun kadinlarin siyasal katilim
davranislarina etki eden &nemli etmenlerden biri oldugunu géstermektedir. Bu
baglamda, dezavantajli  konumda  olduklarini  algilamalarinin - saglanmasi
kadinlarin toplumsal degisme icin girisimde bulunmalarini kolaylastirici bir rol
oynamakiadir.
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A Valuation of Relative Deprivation and Just World
Belief Variables on Political Participation Levels of
Women Living in Turkey

Abstract

The main objective of this study is fo investigate the relationships between relative
deprivation, belief in a just world and political participation among women in
Turkey. In addition, the investigators aimed to see whether these variables
differentiate depending upon educational and soci-economical levels. Moreover,
the participants with high political participation levels and those with low political
participation levels were compared in terms of their relative deprivation and just
world belief scores. The sample consisted of 302 women who were selected
randomly among women of different ages an occuppations. Relative deprivation
scale (developed by the investigators for this study), justification scale and political
participation scale (developed by the investigators for study) used in this study. The
findings showed that there is a significant positive correlation between relative
deprivation and political participation, and likewise, tehere is a significan
correlation between political participation and just world belief. The results of the
study showed also that the higher the political participation levels of the subjects
the higher their relative deprivation levels were.  In addition, there were
significant differences between the participants from different SES’s in terms of
relative deprivation levels. The SES level that had the highest level of relative
deprivation was the middle SES. Finally, the participants with the highest level of
education had also the highest level of relative deprivation. political participation

levels.

Key words: relative deprivation, just world belief, political participation, validity,

reliability.
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Raporlar/Activities, Notes, and Reports on Women's
Studies

Women, Conflict and Peace: Notes on Israeli,
Palestinian Women’s Experiences

Patrizia Violi’

Abstract

Can women play an active, specifically gender-oriented, role in conflict
resolution and peace processes? This study seeks to answer this question by
analyzing a cooperative project carried out by The Jerusalem Link, initiated
in 1994 by two Women’s Centres: the Israeli Bat Shalom and the Palestinian
Jerusalem Women’s Centre. The purpose of the project was to open a
dialogue between Israeli and Palestinian women from their two communities
in conflict. This paper analyzes in particular the experiences of women
participants from these Centres during a three year European Union funded
initiative called “Building Constituencies for Women’s Alternative Ways for
Peace” (2005-2008), in which the ltalian Women’s Association Orlando and
the author of this article were also involved. This paper demonstrates the
progressive transformation of the various actors involved in the project and
the difficult growth of a common “we”, inclusive of these two groups of
women, as well as of their unique and problematic relationships with the
dominant discourses of their societies. In this process a crucial turning point
was a shift in discourse level: from the “official”, traditional political
discourses with fixed agendas to a more individual-based discourse of
personal narratives, where women voiced their private experiences, feelings
and emotions. This discursive shift made possible “reciprocal listening” and
initiated a process, however contradictory and ambivalent it might in
practice have been, of building trust and empathy between Palestinian and
Israeli women. If evaluations of the “efficacy”, or “effectiveness”, of this, and
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similar, projects might be seen as controversial in terms of traditional political
parameters, their symbolic value is, nevertheless, relevant in the current
global context. It is in their capacity to construct an alternative “transversal
politics” in deeply conflicted societies that we can most clearly see how
women can construct an innovative, “gendered”, feminist contribution to the
peace process that emerges through practice.

Key Words: Gender politics, Conflict resolution, Personal narrative, Peace
process, Transversal politics

A Women’s Peace Project and its Background

Can women play an active and unique role in the resolution of conflict2 Can
gender provide an alternative framework for thinking through the dynamics of
peace processes¢ — or even force us to rethink the received meanings of the
terms “conflict resolution” and “peace process”2 In other words, does gender
difference actually make a difference?

| would like to discuss these issues in the light of a particular conflict
resolution experience in which | have been personally involved as participant-
observer : a three year EU-financed project initiated at the end of 2005 called
“Building Constituencies for Women’s Alternative Ways for Peace”. The general
aim of the project was to promote encounters between Palestinian and Israeli
women and to support the peqcemqking efforts of two Women's Centres: Bat
Shalom on the Israeli side, Jerusalem Center for Women on the Palestinian side.
Both centres have a long history of working together for peace.

In 1989, a meeting was convened in Brussels between prominent Israeli and
Palestinian women peace activists. The meeting initiated an on-going dialogue
that in 1994 resulted in the establishment of The Jerusalem Link comprising two
women's organizations — Bat Shalom on the Isrceli side, and the Jerusalem
Centre for Women on the Palestinian side. As stated on the two organisations’
websites': single space “The two organizations share a set of political principles,
which serve as the foundation for a cooperative model of co-existence between
our respective peoples. Each organization is autonomous and takes its own
national constituency as its primary responsibility, but together we promote a
joint vision of a just peace, democracy, human rights, and women's leadership.
Mandated to advocate for peace and justice between Israel and Palestine, we
believe a viable solution of the conflict between our two peoples must be based
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on recognition of the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and an
independent state alongside the state of Israel, Jerusalem as the capital of both
states, and a final settlement of all relevant issues based on international law.”

In their joint effort to bring about a just, comprehensive, and lasting peace
between their two peoples, the two centres subscribe to a common declaration
of principles, amongst which is: the recognition of the right to self-determination
of both peoples in the land, through the establishment of a Palestinian state
alongside the boundaries of 1967; the illegality of all setflements in the
Palestinian  territories occupied in 1967; the Israeli recognition of its
responsibility for the creation of the Palestinian refugees in 1948 and the
acceptance of the right of return; Israeli withdrawal from all occupied Arab
territory, including Lebanon and Syria. The feminist grounding of The Jerusalem
Link is explicitly stated in the declaration, where it is stated that “women must be
central partners in the peace process. Their active and equal participation in
decision making and negotiations is crucial to the fulfilment of a just and viable
peace. We women are committed to @ peqcefu| solution of our conflict, also as a
means for the promotion of democratic and non-violent norms and the
enhancement of civil society.”

The third partner in the project, Orlando, is an ltalian women'’s association to
which | belong. Orlando has been involved in work in Palestine, and in
promoting encounters between Palestinians and Israelis since the 1980s. In 1992
Orlando organized an international encounter in Bologna, “Molte donne un
pianeta” (“Many women, one planet’), attended also by the Palestinian and
Israeli women involved in the feminist peace process that started in Brussels in
1989. This meeting was another step towards the establishment of The Jerusalem
Link, which was founded two years later.

The rationale behind People to People projects based on face-to-face
encounters is that conflicts, no matter what the many political and economical
reasons that cause them, are then maintained and reinforced through fear of the
other, and this fear in turn grows from stereotyped and insufficient knowledge —
or even open ignorance — of the “enemy”, of their life conditions, experiences
and feelings.?  The less accessible the other is, the more frightening they
become. Beyond its main policing function, this is precisely the function of the
WalP: it prevents the development of familiarity, of access to the “other’s”
everyday lives and narratives, making the already difficult contacts between the
two populations even more difficult. In doing so, the Wall contributes to the
perpetuation of fear and anger on both sides.

However, in relation to other similar projects of “dialogue with the enemy”, this
present project, in tune with the tradition initiated by The Jerusalem Link project,
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had more specifically feminist assumptions, namely that women'’s positioning in
conflicts implies common concerns which go beyond the conflict itself. The
exclusion of women from power politics, and thus also from more direct
management of the war, “guarantees” them a different perspective on conflicts,
making it more feasible for them to cross boundaries. Far from being based on
essentialist, ideological claims regarding supposed feminine nature, female
difference would depend on a different positioning in relation to militarism and
male-based management of war. This assumption is certainly at the root of one
of the most fascinating and powerful insights of feminist political thought, known
as women's transversal politics.* According to this notion, women are supposed
to be more able than men in building transversal alliances among women on
opposite sides of a conflict situation, allowing them to overcome their original
separated positions. Such forms of women’s’ solidarity are based on their being
rooted in their own world, while at the same time capable of making a shift
towards the world of the other. It is precisely this ‘rooting and shifting’ that
makes it possible for women to overcome barriers and differences.

| would like to briefly read the history of our project as a fest of the
feasibility, and also the difficulties, of transversal dialogue between women in
conflict.

Before entering into a more detailed description of the project, a few words
are necessary regarding my own positioning within the project, and the
motivations that lie behind the present article. | would like to underline that it is
not intended to be an academic paper. My involvement was first of all political
and personal; for me the project was not solely an object of study or research,
and, given the wider context, | feel a purely objectivising stance to be
inappropriate. | was quite simply part of it, and | observed what was going on
there from a very partial and personally involved position, though always aware
that | was at one and the same time an actor involved in first person in the
project, and also an observer of it. In a way, | could say that my experience was
that of a participant observer, always keeping in mind, however, that my
participant observation process was not motivated by a purely research-driven
intentionality, but rather by a strong political and feminist engagement. This may
also explain the particular style and form of presentation | have chosen to adopt
in this paper, where | have opted for a more personal and “free” style, rather
than a purely “academic” one. | have certainly brought into play my own
professional  background in  communication  theory, semiotics and
psychoanalysis: in particular, in the analysis of group communication in conflict
resolution processes, | used the methodological framework of interpretative and
narrative semiotics. However since this paper is not specifically directed to a
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semiotically competent audience, | have sought to avoid overuse of technical
terms, such as ‘enunciation’ using them only to a minimum, when | believe they
may be relevant for a better understanding of the process, and preferring
otherwise to adopt a more interpretative and personalised positioning.

The structure of the article corresponds with the temporal progress of the
project: after a presentation of the various partners involved, | go on to describe
the different stages the project went through in the course of its development,
and the various transformations that occurred during the process. My theoretical
discussion parallels, and intertwines with the analysis of the various phases of
the project, and does not constitute a separate section.

The Partners

The principal partners in the project were Palestinian and Israeli women. The
project involved in all approximately 80 women, although in the end not all of
these were equally active. The most active and consistent group was composed
of around 40-50 women. Besides these, there were four facilitators on each side,
selected by the coordinators of the two centres, who followed the project in its
entirety for all three years of its duration from 2005 to 2008. While all the other
women who were involved participated solely on a voluntary basis, as a part of
their personal political involvement, the facilitators, of which four were on the
Palestinian side and four were on the Israeli side, were paid by the project.

The two groups were not completely homogeneous with regard to age or
political and professional background. The Palestinian women were generally
older than most of the Israeli women, and often dlready involved in official
political groups, mainly Fatah, but not necessarily in feminist organisations. The
Palestinian women came mainly from Jerusalem and Jenin.

The Israeli women were from both Tel Aviv and Jerusalem in approximately
equal numbers — around 20 from each city. While the Tel Aviv women were
mainly social workers, all the women from Jerusalem were very young and
highly motivated university students, some, but not all, with previous engagement
in leftist pacifist groups. None of the Palestinian or Israeli participants had any
previous experience of dialogue with the “enemy” and very few of feminist
politics.

It is not easy to say fo what extent all these differences were cctuc||y
brought info play or exactly which role they might have played if they had been.
Were difficulties in communication due to the different ages, social roles,
previous experiences of participants, or “simply” due to the fact that the two
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groups of women belonged to the opposing sides of two societies in conflict? It
should also be considered that not only was there a clear lack of homogeneity
across the two groups, but also considerable internal differences within each
group. Sometimes, for example, | felt that the very active group of young Israeli
students mostly concentrated on themselves, and on the internal dynamics within
the group, than on more general political issues, which, on the contrary, were
much more of concern to the older Palestinian women. This is expected since for
most of them this was an emotionally demanding experience, and, if we assume
a feminist stance, the close aftention they paid to what was happening to
themselves during the process was a very important part of their own political
growth. Indeed, one of the most important lessons of feminism, in my view, is
precisely this constant need to pay attention to, and to reflect upon, our own
needs and feelings, as well as on the most profound motivations of our actions.

The Third Partner : As | mentioned before, the third partner in the project
was the ltalian Women's Association Orlando. In this project Orlando was
operating not only as a feminist political partner, but also as a go-between with
the funding agency, the European Union. EU projects which involve partners
from countries that are not within the European Community always require an
EU partner as funding administrator, a situation not always without ambiguities.
Indeed, we found ourselves in a double, sometimes paradoxical, role. Orlando is
a Women's association with a long history of prior involvement in feminist
politics in the Middle East’, while at the same time, it was also the funding
administrator for the European Union in this particular project. Being in this
respect on the side of the donor, it was playing at one and the same time the
role of partner, as well as the role of delegate for the EU itself.

It was not always easy to be perceived as both a political partner and an
administrator; sometimes our being a representative for the donor made
interactions difficult, especially for the person directly involved in the project
administration, who spent most time in Israel and Palestine. On the Italian side,
in all four women were involved on a long-term basis. Only one of us worked as
a contracted project operative; the other three, myself included, participated in
the project on voluntary basis, as part of our personal political engagement.
During the three years the project lasted, we travelled several times to Palestine,
where we took part in meetings organised there. All of us were also present in
the three meetings organised by Orlando in Bologna.

Our third party role changed over time, and in the course of this paper | shalll
try to report on these transformations. To briefly synthesise what was a very long
process, | can emphosise the fact that our role as third party mediators for UE
policy was not always an easy one, nor was it immediately accepted. At the
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beginning, the received image of us from Orlando as donor and, at least in part,
with a control function, prevailed, since all the administrative work and
accounting for expenses was our responsibility. Moreover, we could not be
present at all the meetings in Palestine, and even when we were, our presence
was marginal, since we were not directly involved in the conflict and it was easy
to be perceived as an extraneous external element.

The situation changed during the three meetings that took place in Bologna,
where we had a more active role, being the organizers, and therefore directly
responsible for the event. During those meetings a shift occurred, and we
became conceived of more and more as real partners in the process. This
happened, in my opinion, for two main reasons: first of all the deep sharing of
difficulties and emotions that emerged during these encounters. Our own
interventions were limited, we were most of the time merely listening and sharing
what was going on, acting, so to speak, as emotional containers rather than as
professional facilitators. This was a direct consequence of the history and profile
of our organisation: we were taking part in the project on the basis of our
feminist political engagement, not because of our professional expertise as
facilitators. In this specific role we had co-opted some external experts, both
professional psychotherapists and experts in Open Space Technology®, a
particularly suitable technique for managing large encounters like this.

The second reason for the change was our total immersion in the group for a
few, very intensive, days that we spent together from early morning to night,
sharing also leisure time, meals and other everyday activities with the other
participants. This was an important factor and a good way to get to know one
another by building a feeling of familiarity and trust among us. On that occasion
| realized how important it was to share not only feelings of pain and suffering
but also of pleasure and joyfulness. It was probably not by chance that it was
precisely after a very pleasant dinner at my house that a Palestinian woman,
somehow diffident up to that point, said to us: “Now | really feel that you are our
partners; up fo now for me you were mc:in|y our hosts. Now we are three
partners.”

A brief note has to be made here about the language issues. In all the
meetings where our three groups were present, English was the lingua franca, as
it was spoken by almost all the participants. Almost, but not all. On the
Palestinian side there were a few women who could not communicate in English,
and we always had translation into Arabic for them. In general, when Israeli
and Palestinian women met, they had two-way translation between Arabic and
Hebrew, so that everybody could speqk their own native |qnguoge. In smaller
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informal meetings and face to face interactions, English was generally used, as it
was the simplest way to overcome the need for translation.

Visible and Invisible Partners

It would be misleading, however, to take into consideration only the partners
most visibly involved in the process: In fact, many invisible partners, along with
the more visible ones, had to be taken into account during the course of the
project — as powerful “absent interlocutors”, as Gabriella Rossetti defined them.”
The two groups of Israeli and Palestinian women who took part in the project
brought with them, as a cumbersome and sometimes inconvenient double, the
images and phantoms of their respective societies. With one important difference
however, which | would define as a difference in enunciatory continuity between
the discourse of the small women'’s groups, and the larger discourses and shared
assumptions of their respective communities of reference.

For the Palestinian women there was a strong sense of continuity with the
values and dominant political positions of their own society, which they largely
shared: as | have already pointed out, most of them were adult women already
engaged in political life, and used to the struggle against occupation. This was
very evident in the first official encounters held in Beit Hanina, a Palestinian
neighbourhood in East Jerusalem, at the beginning of 2007 between the two
groups, where, at least at the beginning, the Palestinian women’s discourse
seemed more concerned with addressing problems of their own society, rather
than entering into dialogue with the Israeli women. Not only did the Palestinian
society appear to be the first and most relevant Addressee for their talk, it was
also their implicit Addresser, to use semiotic terminology: i.e. the agent who sets
the agenda and establishes key values at stake in the communication context.
These values were predominantly the political and social issues of the Palestinian
society as framed by their politicians at that time.

While Palestinion women thus maintained a position of enunciatory
continuity with their own society, a completely different situation held for Israeli
women, especially for those who were very young students with little or no prior
political experience. These women were in strong contraposition and
discontinuity with the values and discourses of their own community of reference.
Israeli society was not their real Addressee, a role occupied in this case by the
group of Palestinian women, neither was it their Addresser. Quite the opposite,
we could say that for these young women Israel represented almost an Anti-
Addresser in semiotic terms, something to be opposed and challenged, in the
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name of a set of more universal values such as justice, peace, tolerance and so
on. These values constituted the deepest motivations for their actions, but were
not at all shared with a large majority in their own country. It is quite obvious
what difficulties will be inherent in taking such a position, as they are exactly the
same as will need to be faced by any minority that challenges the key values
shared by a majority of their compatriots.

However, the situation was not so simple on the Palestinian side either: a
more complex contradiction was hidden behind their apparent enunciatory
continuity with their own society. The Palestinian women, while sharing those
values of their community that include categorisation of Israelis as “enemies”,
were at the same time engaging themselves in a dialogue with precisely that
enemy, by accepting to talk to them. This peculiar contradiction opened up a
difficult situation for many of them, since they were sometimes criticized for their
activities, even by their own families. But what was at stake here was not only
external, but also internal difficulties, involving feelings of being traitors, which
both groups were very aware of, and very eager to discuss.

In more general terms, what we all had to face from the very beginning was
a deep asymmetry among participants. More precisely, we should speak of
different dimensions of asymmetry unevenly distributed across the three groups.
The first and more basic asymmetry in any conflict is the one concerning power
issues; in our case Israel is obviously on the powerful side, as will be clear for
anyone who has followed the conflict in detail over the last few years. It would
be deeply misleading and unfair to forget such a profoundly unbalanced
situation and act as if we were facing two equally powerful actors. But the power
asymmetry factor is not the only dimension in this case. Indeed, an even more
subtle asymmetry emerged, which could be defined as an asymmetry in terms of
suffering: which population was suffering the most due to the conflict? In this
case their positions were reversed, and the Palestinians claimed a leading role in
terms of suffering, which was generally and even too eagerly accepted by the
Israeli women. Only very few of them, at a certain stage, voiced their own
suffering and difficulties, a step that | noted as an important advancement along
the path of mutual truth and recognition. Obviously, the question to be decided
was not “who was suffering the most”, by entering into a kind of impossible
competition regarding this issue, but to acknowledge the different forms of
suffering for each sides to the conflict.

In this quite complex situation, we often acted as “enunciators” of these
asymmetries, trying to voice the hidden dimensions of differences, and the role
they played in the interaction. All these asymmetries evoked different emotions
and characterised different emotional needs within the two groups: the need for
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recognition and “compensation” on one side, the need to disentangle themselves
from the position of “oppressor” on the other side. In that context it was helpful
to hear a third voice that, without being neutral, was nevertheless open to
listening and recognizing all the different kinds of needs that were emerging.

It is also worth noticing, however, that we ourselves were not immune from
other forms of asymmetry. Beside the somehow contradictory position | already
pointed out, of our being at the same time project partners and delegates for the
project donor, another element of asymmetry must also be considered: As
ltalians, however involved we were in the tragic situation of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, we were not actually a part in that conflict but belonged to a third
space. As we will see this element must not be undervalued as it came to play an
important role in the developmental trajectory of the project.

From political discourse to personal narrative and back to
political discourse again...

The first encounters with the two groups were not easy. As | said, the dominant
discourse, on the Palestinian side, was highly “official”, addressing mainly
political issues, such as ending the occupation, settlements, the right of return
and all the usual issues promoted on the official Palestinian political agenda.
Their appeals to the Israeli women were mostly in terms of requests for lobbying
and actions to be taken aimed to influence the Israeli public opinion and make
the Palestinian suffering known to them.

At the time of the first meetings, when the Palestinian women talked about us,
they were always referring fo their own people, as opposed to the “other” them
who they viewed as the occupant, the “enemy”. The Israeli women were not
considered to be direct interlocutors. On the contrary, for the Israeli women us
meant only their own small group, which was trying to open a dialogue with
another you, namely the Palestinian women. But — at least in the initial phase -
their role as real interlocutors was not that obvious: for the Palestinians, the
group of Israeli women involved in the project was seen mainly in terms of being
a mediator, a helper to perform actions in their favour, rather than as a peer
partner in a dialogue. We could say that at that point in time there did not yet
exist any sense of an inclusive us marking the discursive and symbolic existence
of a shared group identity.

The first, very important change in this transformation process occurred as
the discourse shifted from political issues to personal narratives and life stories,
and both groups of women started tcﬂking to each other about their own
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personal experiences, sufferings, and feelings.® This shift should not be seen as a
withdrawal from political discourse; it was rather a different form of politics that
was taking place, far closer to a true feminist perspective, since one of the basic
tenets of feminism has always been that personal experience is inherently
political. What was abandoned was the “official” political discourse, with its
predefined topics, in favour of a different form of communication more centred
on autobiographical events, able to avoid direct confrontation on abstract issues
of principle, and opening up a possible space for direct interaction between the
two groups of women.

Personal narratives do not only shift the focus from abstract, “ideological”
issues to more concrete lived events, they also shift the focus from the general to
the individual. In other words, they always refer to singularity, and as such they
cannot be an object of contestation (unless the very truth and authenticity of each
personal narrative is contested). This is a very different situation from collective
narratives, such as, for exc:mp|e, historical reconstructions of the past where
controversial narratives confront one another, and require a very difficult,
sometimes impossible, work of negotiation to reach agreement on a common,
shared version of the facts.”

In personal, autobiographical narratives of single events and experiences, a
suspension of controversies and an acceptance of the other’s point of view is
made possible, without necessarily adhering to the whole system of beliefs and
values held by the other. In analysing different texts from conflict and post-
conflict situations,'® | have noticed that it is often the case that when discourse
shifts from an official, political level to a personal, narrative level, it becomes
easier fo soften antagonistic positions.

There is also another important element in personal narratives. Personal
narrative is a form of discourse oriented more towards emotion-based
communication rather than cognitive elaboration, and consequently it activates a
different kind of interpretation and response pattern. In particular, exposure to
the suffering of the other in direct, face-to-face encounters produces an effect of
empathy which in turn it can open up for a certain level of personal identification
with the suffering of the Other. This is probably the first step in being able to “put
oneself in the other’s shoes”, to use the words of a Palestinian woman. This
process, however, is not a simple, linear one: according to psychoanalytic
theory, empathy can also be negative when it occurs in the face of a certain
degree of resistance on the part of the empathizer in relation to people who are
perceived as enemies. Consequentially, identification can also be endowed with
a certain degree of ambivalence and is certainly not an immediate given.
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It is probable that the activation of both empathy and identification, in spite of
their being processes with a high potential for ambivalence, is a necessary
condition for the establishment of the feminist transversal politics | referred to
earlier. However, empathy, though extremely important, might still not be
enough for a real partnership, and for the construction of a bi-communal,
transversal feminine us. Listening with empathy to others does not in itself imply
c:ctuo”y fee|ing that one sees oneself as part of a group together with these
others.

Empathy was not the only emotion involved. Many other feelings and
passions emerged during the first shared encounters, and once again these
emotions were not the same for both groups. While on the Palestinian side there
was anger and despair, the Israeli women were dealing mostly with feelings of
guilt and impotence, and sometimes anger too. The emergence of negative
Fee|ings should not be seen as a pure|y destructive element however; indeed, the
possibility of voicing such feelings together with other women, without feeling
overwhelmed or ‘annihilated’, as some participants put it, by them, was a very
important step in the development of the project.

This process was particular intense during the second bi-communal seminar
held in Bologna at the beginning of 2008. The seminar was restricted only to the
facilitators, four women on both sides who were directly involved as project
organizers for the two Centres. The possibility of spending five or six full, intense
days together, in a hospitable environment outside of the conflict region, acted
as a powerful detonator. On that particular occasion, it became quite evident
how important it is to create a third place, neutral and equidistant from both
parties’ point of view, and therefore perceived of as a safe place, as we defined
it, able to contain not only ambiguous feelings and emotions, but also the growth
of the dialogue process itself. '

Timing and space are both important variables in engaging in difficult and
painful dialogue. It is necessary to have enough time to open up, to voice even
“unspeakable” feelings and thoughts, and to discuss these emotions and ideas
together. The venue is equally important: in particular the physical delocalisation
to ltaly proved to be essential, allowing both partners to distance themselves
from the conflict environment they both belong to at home.

It is also worth emphasising the role played in that specific situation by the
third partner, the ltalion women, who performed a multi-stratified set of
functions. Certainly, they acted as a symbolic container for the often too
powerful emotions aroused during intense sessions of the encounter, offering a
space capable of accepting and sustaining such emotions. An emotional
container is very important when strongly negative emotions arise, since it makes
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it possible to voice these, as well as to face, and to overcome, the possible
consequences of such disruptive feelings.

But the ltalian women also acted as interpreters, or to be more precise, as
interpretants in Peirce’s sense. According to Peirce’s semiotic theory, an
interpretant is a sign that is produced by another sign of which it is itself an
effect, which throws new light on, and adds something new to the meaning of
the originating sign. The ltalians, as the third component in the dialogue, did not
simply “translate” meanings from one group for the other, but sought to make
possible a more free circulation of meaning among all the actors involved,
opening up for the co-construction of new meanings and fresh interpretations of
these. Sometimes they reframed in a different language what had been said,
sometimes they summarized what was going on, helping the participants in the
search for common formulations of the situation and shared meanings regarding
it.

One of the main results of this first long, intensive encounter between all three
partners which lasted five days, was the construction of a shared sense of
reciprocal trust among all the participants, an indispensable element for carrying
on any kind of dialogue in conflict situations. However, together with the
deepening of their interactions and the growth of trust, another need began to
emerge of a different nature. More and more often, the women on both sides
expressed an urgent need for what they called “actions” instead of mere
dialogue. As important as personal narratives might be, they were perceived as
insufficient: “just words”, as one woman said, difficult to transfer to their outside
communities, and restricted to purely internal use in the small project group.
More traditional forms of political actions, such as demonstrations for example,
seemed more appropriate in order to reach a larger audience.

Two different needs appeared to be in conflict with one another: on the one
hand, the necessity fo communicate to a wider group of women on both sides,
the sheer intensity of the personal and emotional exchanges experienced during
the Bo|ognc: encounter, in order to further cement face-to-face re|qtionships; and
on the other hand, the need to go out info the world and do “real” things there
producing more incisive, practical results on a social and public level.

Doing Things with Words, Revisited
An oppositional contrast was implicit in the call for action: an opposition that is

very well known to philosophers of language: between saying and doing. Words
seemed to have a less important role than actions for the women involved in the
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project, although it was not always obvious what was actually meant by
“actions”. Hidden behind this undervaluation of words was probably also an
undervaluation of the project itself, a feeling not uncommon among women in
general, who often tend to perceive their own activities as less relevant, or less
important than “official politics”. The politics of relationships which lies at the
basis of women’s politics, and certainly the basis for this particular project,
seemed of minor relevance and importance for them than the “real” politics of
action and “treaty signing”, carried out mainly by men.'? Some women felt “they
were only talking” and that something more should be done.

As an external observer of the process, | had a different impression of what
was happening: | considered it an event of extraordinary relevance that women
from two highly conflicted cultural environments could accept to meet and listen
to one another. In my opinion, even if “nothing more” would have followed, this
in itself was already an important transformation of reality. There is a sense in
which words are themselves actions, in that they can change the perceptions we
have of ourselves and each other, and thus change our common, shared reality
itself. In particular, the representations of the other as enemy, and the self-
representations of both groups of women were deeply affected by the dialogue
process. It is difficult to imagine a peace process without such a complex
transformation in the way people — not only governments — perceive one
another. In one of the encounters a Palestinian woman expressed this basic idea
very well, saying that it was the first time in her life that she met an Israeli
woman who was not dressed as a so|o|ier, and who would listen to her.

At the same time, it was certainly very important that the women involved felt
the need to widen the scope of their action, to reach a larger audience, and to
make their engagement more visible. First of all, to be able to perform activities
together, over and above sitting and talking, to strengthen the feeling of “being
a group” and reinforce the sense of the reciprocity of the partnership. From this
point of view, a particularly meaningful event was a demonstration for Gaza
held in 2008, organized in concert by both groups, in which they both took
part. A public demonstration means many things at one and the same time: it
makes visible in a public space co-present Israeli and Palestinian women
standing side by side, and has thus powerful symbolic and political value, while
at the same time it is a somatic action, a doing-together that implies shared
embodied experience. We should not underestimate the powerful emotional
impact of bodily involvement when it becomes a collective form of
communication, as is the case during a public demonstration.

The relevance of the media and mass communication in general also became
more and more clear over time, suggesting the undertaking of specific forms of
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mass communication action, such as implementation of a web site, the making of
a video, video letters and a book, and collecting short personal narratives from
all the women engaged in the project: Palestinians, Israelis and Italians.

In a way, we could read all these activities as a further shift from purely
personal dialogue to more political action forms; if this is so, it is certainly a very
different form of political discourse than the one present at the beginning of the
project. It was not an official agenda with predetermined topics, but a highly
innovative communication campaign, in search of a new audience, directed
towards new segments of public opinion: women who are not yet involved in
political action, grassroots work, and so on. A new form of political discourse
was being designed here, very different from the traditional political agenda,
both in terms of its themes, its language and modes of communication.

From Trust Building to Partnership Building

At the end of 2008 another encounter was held in Bologna, with the eight
facilitators, four on each side, who had been chosen at the beginning of the
project by the two leaders responsible for Bat Shalom and JWC. There was also
some of the women who took an active part in the project and were available at
the time, giving a fotal of 26 women: thirteen from each side. In this encounter,
Israeli and Palestinian women requested to be left alone without the presence of
the ltalian women. Officially the main rationale for this was linguistic; three
partners would have implied constant use of English during the encounter. But
since English was not well spoken by all participants on the Palestinian side, a
more comp|ic0ted, mu|ti|qyered translation system would have been necessary,
rather than the usual combination of Hebrew-Arabic, and the use of a third
language had already proved to be quite demanding. But certainly, many other
more complex reasons lay behind the need to face and confront one another
directly, without presence of any mediating part. Different explanations can be
found for such a choice, and these are not necessarily mutually exclusive. In a
somehow paradoxical way, the conflict acted as a link between the two groups,
who felt bound together by their tragic historical situation, while we, the Italian
women, q|’rhough perceived as sympcthetic, were nonetheless considered
external to a process that be|ongeo| on|y to the two involved groups. In this way,
a new form of collective us was constructed, by way of an active exclusion of the
third partner, which was felt, perhaps, to be symbolically representative of the
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European Union and other international agents and actors not directly involved
in first-person fashion in the conflict.

| would describe this aftitude as a sort of claim to first person testimony rights:
only people directly involved in the conflict, who bear witness to it through their
everyday experience in the flesh, so to speak, have the right to give voice to it.
Here there is an implicit principle of a strong enunciatory continuity between the
right to speak and direct experience of reality. According to such a notion of
continuity, only those who directly experience the conflict, its suffering and all its
implications, can speak about it with authority, independently of whatever
personal position they happen to occupy within the conflict itself. To be on
opposite sides of the conflict appears less relevant than direct, first person
involvement in actually experiencing it. Sharing the conflict constitutes a very
special kind of link that allows the group to feel and act as such, without the
need for any mediating presence. From an outside perspective, the idea of
“sharing the conflict” might appear paradoxical, since, in a way, the conflict
they are sharing is not at all the same one for the two involved parties, given
their quite different positioning within this conflict. However, this is precisely
what happened: although the direct experience of the conflict was not identical
for the two groups, these women seemed to feel united by a strong bond that a
third partner could not really fully appreciate and share.

Atter three years of tough encounters, the Israeli and Palestinian women who
participated in the project started to feel themselves as a community endowed
with one voice, and represented by an inclusive us. Certainly a very fragile us,
always at risk of destruction since tensions were always ready to bubble up to
the surface, but still an us. From this point of view, the need to meet one another
without the third partner could also be read as a sign of a successful growth
process, a kind of “emancipation”, and at the same time a visible sign of the fact
that they felt strong enough to confront one another directly, without any form of
external mediation.

That things were gradually moving in that direction was, on the other hand,
quite clear from the concerted request to reinforce and build the partnership
between the two groups, even affer the project was concluded. Although there
was no more economic support available from the EU side at this stage, the
women involved were willing to extend this experience beyond its original time
limits. If during the first shared encounters in Bologna the focus was mainly on
building trust and constructing a safe place for possible dialogue and
interaction, in the final encounter the main concern was for the partnership itself,
which was seen and felt as a precious “good” — an object of value to be
conserved and taken care of.
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In a way, we could say that concern for the partnership itself can only arise
when this partnership has already become consolidated. That this was the case
was suggested by the emergence in group interactions of what could be called,
using a notion developed by psychoanalyst Wilfred Bion (1970), negative
capability, i.e. the ability to tolerate and valorise frustration and negative
emotions, or in other words, to positively accept the negative sides of an
experience. The expression "negative capability" was first coined by the poet
John Keats, who in a letter to George and Thomas Keats dated 22 December
1817, alluded to a quality that, according to him, great poets possess, which he
called “Negative Capability”: “that is when man is capable of being in
uncertainties, Mysteries, doubts without any irritable reaching after fact and
reason”. According to Keats, poets have the ability to accept that not everything
can be resolved, and to remain in a state of intentional open-mindedness without
immediately reaching a definitive solution. In our case, the capacity of “being in
uncertainty” meant not only this, but it also referred to the determination to do
something together, looking for local points of contact, while at the same time
knowing that more global points of contact might possibly not be found.

But there was also something more, related to the emotional level and not
exclusively to the cognitive one: the capacity of “being in uncertainty” had also
to be applied to one’s own feelings, not only one’s opinions. For both the
Palestinian and Israeli women, something like this had to be reciprocally
accepted: “I do not agree that my people attack yours, but | love somebody — a
friend, a husband, a brother — who could do this, or who did it”. And, in the
reverse: “| can accept that you love somebody who can harm my people”. This
does not mean: “I can accept that some of your people can harm my people”,
but rather “I can accept that you love somebody | hate”, which is a different
matter. In other words, | can accept the complexity of your contradictory
feelings, and of my own contradictory feelings too.

In this way, the women were able to agree that there were some things that
were extremely difficult to accept for both sides, but instead of getting stuck on
this and closing the dialogue until these irresolvable questions were resolved,
they accepted to continue anyway, suspending what could not be resolved for
the time being, and accepting the inherent uncertainty of the ongoing process. In
other words, they agreed on the fact that there were things on which they could
not agree, but this did not prevent the dialogue from continuing.

lt seemed to me that this was an amazing result, since it reversed common
practices of institutionalised political discourse, where it is often the case that a
prior agreement on fundamental and crucial issues is categorically demanded of
both parties as a precondition for starting a dialogue. For example, in order to
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be allowed to even open a negotiation process, the Israelis might be asked to
recognize the right of return of the refugees, or the Palestinians might be asked
to offer a principled rejection of any form of violence, while at the same time
these selfsame matters might also be crucial components of the negotiation itself.
In this way, people are required first to agree, and then to talk, which is a highly
paradoxical procedure. The women involved in this process felt and understood
this contradiction, and decided to talk to each other despite their disagreements,
putting their talk before any abstract declaration of principles, which was never
asked of any of the participants on either side. At the end of the day, | believe it
was precisely this capability to tolerate frustration and accept disagreement,
while nonetheless trying to see the other, and talking to them, that made it
possible to build a bridge between the conflicting parties, sharing both the
conflict, and its possible resolutions. This is probably where we most clearly can
see an innovative gendered, feminist contribution to the peace process.

Afterward

It is very difficult to draw conclusions about something that is still so much an
open, ongoing process, and even more difficult to carry out any evaluation of it,
even tentatively. We should always keep in mind that this and similar processes
are experiments, with all the unavoidable limitations and partialities of any
experiment of this kind, and as such they cannot be evaluated according to
criteria of “official” political efficacy: how can fifty, or even one hundred women
talking fo one another bring about change in the “real” world of the two peoples
in a war situation2 How much can they affect “reality”2

| do not think an evaluation of this particular project can be framed by such
premises since you can not really use parametfers developed within an
institutional political framework to evaluate a very different form of activity. It is
at quite a different level that the question of efficacy has to be posed, taking into
account the overall symbolic value of this and similar experiences. Especially
always being aware of how fragile and delicate such people-to-people bridge-
building really is, and how easily such bridges may become broken, or even
destroyed forever.

Towards the end of this project, the tragic events in Gaza at the end of 2008
suddenly interrupted a difficult but still growing dialogue. For some weeks
afterwards it was not even possible for us to exchange mails. But despite the
obvious difficulties, a few women on both sides kept on with the project, and
managed to produce the two outputs that had been decided before the Gaza
bombing: a short video about the project and a print booklet where all the
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women involved in the project — Israeli, Palestinian and ltalian — wrote one
page each about their personal experiences in the project at large. '

Since space is limited for this paper | cannot enter into a detailed analysis of
these two products. | will however attempt to provide a few persondl
considerations regarding the written testimonies of the women involved in the
project, since this will allow us to discover some tentative answers to the
questions | set out at the beginning of my paper, i.e. regarding what feminist
and gender roles women might be able to play in conflict resolution and the
peace processes.

The booklet is a collection of short narrative testimonies recounting the
experiences, and reflections on these experiences, by the Palestinian, Israeli and
ltalian women involved in the project. These women were asked to answer a
number of questions concerning their personal positioning with respect to
Palestinian-Israeli relations before the project; the meaning the project had for
them; and their final conclusions at the end of the project period.

From their answers some general themes emerged that may shed some light
on the most relevant contributions a feminist perspective can bring to an open
dialogue between conflicting parties such as, for example, the capacity to
analyse one’s own feelings, emotions and fears; the attention paid to personal
relationships that made it possible to overcome stereotyped, received views of
the other; the capacity o accept the uncertainty and complexity of contradictory
feelings. Let us look in more detail how all these themes were expressed in the
words of the protagonists themselves.

First of all, all the testimonies exhibit a high level of self-analysis of
participants’ personal feelings, both positive and negative, and of their
motivations. | take this capacity for self-reflection to be a consequence of, and at
the same time, evidence of the well-established feminist methodology of “starting
with oneself’, which lies at the basis of all feminist consciousness-raising
practices. Although not all the women involved in the process were committed
feminists when they entered the project, all seemed aware of the importance of
paying attention to their own feelings and emotions, including negative ones.
This is especially evident in the Palestinian festimonies, where almost all
participants recognize their mixed feelings and their frequent shifts from a
positive to a negative stance; as Eman put it “I felt mixed: sometimes | was a
supporter of the project, sometimes an opponent’. The fears about being
involved in the project were largely acknowledged. For Jameela the main fear
was “about being judged as someone who normalizes with Israeli”, where the
theme of being a betrayer of one’s own community that | mentioned before, is
strongly present. For Fawzia her distrust for the project came out of previous
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traumatic experiences with Israeli soldiers killing and torturing young
Palestinians. I hesitated to meet with Israeli women. | assumed that each of these
women would be like the soldiers | knew from the checkpoints.” For Manal there
was a “barrier of fear and dread, and even dislike built inside of me”; Samah
“could not comprehend, during the first meeting, how we could meet and
understand them. These peop|e are the ones who prevent us from day to doy
living”. For Zahra “participating in this project required a great effort and put
me on the line because it contradicted my views”; Suhad “thought long and hard
about whether or not to participate in the project’, and so on.

On the Israeli side the feelings, especially among the younger students, were
different, and their enthusiasm for a new challenging experience seemed to
prevail: “It will be so cool!” wrote Hanna; referring to the small Jerusalem group
they called “The Thunderbolts”. At least at the beginning, being in the group was
for many of these younger Israeli women the most relevant part of the
experience. As Hanna said:

The truth is that in the beginning, | didn’t believe that the dialog would matter
so much. (...) For a long time | felt that the only thing | was getting from this
project was being one of the “thunderbolts” women, which was an enormous
thing, but had little to do with the goal of the project.

Nevertheless, on both sides, the situation slowly changed and the women on
both sides started to see the “others”, entering into real, personal, involving
relations with their perceived “enemies”. Perhaps the most moving description of
the first step of this process is to be found in Suhad’s words as she describes her
feelings at the very first meeting she had with Israeli women, her “enemy and the
enemy of every Palestinian”, while she was sitting and waiting for them to arrive
on the Egged bus from Israel.

To my surprise, the women who emerged from the bus were ordinary women,
like us. | had waited anxiously for this first meeting and there they were,
coming into the hotel and greeting us. When the training started, | soon
learned that these women are kind to us and believe in our cause. My vision
changed from this joint meeting.

The discovery that the “Others” are just “ordinary women like us” seems to
be one of the most important results of the first meetings. This direct and personal
relationship permits seeing the others as they are, independently of any previous
categorisation, overcoming a stereotypical view of the other, something that is
pervasive on both sides. This implies a shift from the abstract generality of the
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Type (the enemy, the terrorist) to the concrete reality of the single individual, with
their real lives, actual experiences and personal narrations. Aishah describes the
phenomenon in the following way:

These images of the other have reduced us to imagining each other as the
enemy and have created models of hate. We do not see the other as human
beings who have normal concerns and aspirations like us.

This centrality given to personal relationships and the importance of individual
life stories, as was evident in the reflections of many of the women involved,
seems to me one of the most important contributions of a gendered peace
project. Even if in some cases feminist assumptions appear to be a rather
abstract and ideological stance — “We speak the universal language of
womanhood. Despite the borders that divide us, we understand each other
(Iris)”, in other cases we witness a deep and articulate understanding of how
personal relationships are affected by gender issues, and at the same time how
gender is infertwined with other experiential dimensions. This is what Adi, from
Jerusalem, says:

As women we choose to act in different ways, not the ways of the war.
Nevertheless, the fact that we were women didn’t cover up for the real
differences that were between us, resulting from the different societies we lived
in. Being women doesn’t mean that we are less Israeli or less Palestinian. |
look at the gender issue as a tool, | make a use of it in order to try and
change the reality.

For Adi, gender can be transformed into a general political value in precisely the
discovered need for a closer relationship with the other, able to overcome
received views and the “ethos of the no partner” that dominates Israeli societies:
“There is no partner; there is no one to work with; that's why we have to bring
out the cannons — there is no other choice.” To such a blatant simplification, Adi
opposes a different truth based on relationship and direct knowledge of the
“enemy”:

My most important message that | want to bring out to my society and to the
people | live with is that if we keep on watching the Palestinian society through
the television screen, we will never find a partner.

Finally, | see a specific gendered element in the achievement of the “negative
capability” | mentioned before, the capacity to accept uncertainties and
contradictions, to listen to the other even when what she says is disturbing, and
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we disagree. As Emam said, “During the Jerusalem Link project | learned not to
get angry from hearing the other’s opinion. | learned to listen and enjoy and to
think a thousand times before talking”. In the same vein, Maya says: “At the end
of the seminar we felt that we could work together, even though we wouldn’t
agree on everything. | felt that we succeed in connecting with each other on
personal level as women, beyond our political understanding and shared
principles. | think we created a unique model of work — a model of women who
are joined together for a struggle against occupation, but can also accept their
differences.” It was a difficult path, very requiring, but at the end very successful.
As Mor wrote:

| understood that | need patience, that | had to ‘stay positive’ in order to learn
from the struggle and not give up; that although the difficult situation, the
world is full of wonderful people, that | am not alone, that together, we can
change the reality and create other redlities.

Despite the positive results of the two outputs, the booklet and the video, the
very last meeting, the one ending the project, could not be a unified one, so two
separate meetings had to take place simultaneously, one in Jerusalem and one in
Ramallah. The Palestinian women felt that it was not possible, for the time being,
to meet in the very same physical space with Israeli women, but they nonetheless
felt able to accept the organisation of a video-conference where they exchanged
a significant number of thoughts, words and other comments with their Israeli
partners.

This difficult ending provides dramatic evidence for the following reflection on
my part: war destroys not only lives and things, but also the very possibility of
building shared spaces for interaction and dialogue, and nobody knows, at this
very moment, whether words will ever be exchanged again, or reciprocal
listening will refurn.

Notes

' The two sites are, respectively: www.batshalom.org and www.j-c-w.org. The Jerusalem Link, as
such, does not have its own website

? This approach of face-to face contacts is based on the contact theory (Allport 1954).

% The Israeli West Bank wall is a barrier being constructed by the State of Israel. It consists of a
network of fences with vehicle-barrier trenches surrounded by an on average 60-meter-wide
exclusion area and high concrete walls up to 8 meters high. The idea of creating a physical barrier
between the Israeli and Palestinian populations was first proposed in 1992 by then-prime minister
Rabin. The first section of the wall was constructed during the Oslo accords negotiations in 1994. In
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2002, Israel began the construction of the wall that would separate most of the West Bank from

areas inside Israel. In April 2006, the length of the barrier approved by the Israeli government was

703 kilometers. The main official reason for the construction of the wall was security: the significantly

reduced number of incidents of suicide bombings from 2002 to 2005 has been partly atiributed to

the barrier

* The expression “transversal politics”, coined first by Raffaella Lamberti, founder of Orlando, was

then developed in the writings by Nira Yuval-Davis (1997, 2002, 2004). See also Yuval-Davis,

Kannabiran, Vieten, (Eds.). (2006).

% For a documentation of this work, see Calciati (ed.) (1989).

¢ Open Space Technology (OST), created by Harrison Owen in the early 1980's, is an approach for

hosting meetings, conferences, and community summit events, focused on a specific and important

purpose or task -- but beginning without any formal agenda, beyond the overall purpose or theme.

Typically, an Open Space meeting will begin with short introductions by the official or acknowledged

leader of the group who introduces the purpose and explains the "self-organizing" process called

"Open Space." Then the group creates the working agenda, as individuals post their issues in

bulletin board style. Each individual "convener" of a breakout session takes responsibility for naming

the issue, posting it on the bulletin board, assigning it a space and time to meet, and then later,

showing up ot that space and time, kicking off the conversation, and taking notes. These notes are

usually compiled into a proceedings document that is distributed physically or electronically to all

participants. According to Harrison Owen, originator of the term and the approach, Open Space

works because it harnesses and acknowledges the power of self-organization, which he suggests is

substantially aligned with the deepest process of life itself, as described by leading-edge complexity

science as well as ancient spiritual teachings. (Owen 2008)

7 Gabriella Rossetti, internal report (unpublished manuscript).

& On the role of personal narratives and gender see, among others, Cavarero (2005), Varner Gunn
(1982), Barry (1989).

? See on this Rotberg (Ed.) (2006).

¥ See Violi (2007).

' “Safe” might not be completely the right word, since the contrast and even the conflicts within the

group were very intense, however they perceived it as safe, probably because they felt that there was

always the possibility to overcome the conflicts emerging during the inferactions.

12 On this point see the report of Gabriella Rossetti.

" The book is titled: “Women defying barrier”, and is co-produced respectively by the three partners:

Bet Shalom, Jerusalem Center for Women, Orlando.
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Kuzey Kibris’ta Toplumsal Cinsiyet Esitligi
Micadelesinde Kurumsallasmaya Dogru: Toplumsal
Cinsiyet Calismalari Odak Noktasi Uzerine Notlar

Kibris'ta kadin hareketinin, toplumsal cinsiyet kavramiyla tanismasiyla baslayan
sirecin degisim ve dénisim sancilar halen yasanmaya devam ediyor. iste bu
degisim sirecine kurumsal bir yapi da dahil oldu: Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalari
Odak Noktasi. Bu yazinin amaci, Odak Noktasi'nin igerisinden, Kuzey Kibris'ta
toplumsal cinsiyeti, toplumsal cinsiyetin algilanisini ve toplumsal cinsiyete iliskin
kurumsal yapilanmay: degerlendirmektir.

Toplumsal cinsiyet, Kibris Tirk toplumunda &zellikle son bes yilin gittikce
popilerlesen kavrami haline geldi. Halen farkli kesimler tarafindan kullanilan
kadin-erkek esitligi kavraminin toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine dénismesi pek gok
ilkede oldugu gibi, uluslararasi kurumlarin bu tanimlari benimseyip kullanmasi
ve akademinin sivil toplumla kucaklasmasiyla basladi. Kuzey Kibris'ta toplumsal
cinsiyet kavrami, pratiklere yansimayan bir sézel kullanim alaninda da olsa, su
anda kendini genis bir sivil toplum kesimine duyurtmayi, benimsetmeyi degil,
basard.

Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalari Odak Noktasi, resmi olarak 10 Aralik 2009
gini KKTC Cumhurbaskanhigi cahsi altinda ¢alismalarina basladi. 10 Aralik
tarihinin Evrensel insan Haklar Gini olarak kutlanmasi, Odak Noktasi’'nin
cahsmalarinin baslangig tarihi oldu; ¢iinki ginin anlam ve amaciyla birebir
ortistyordu. Odak Noktasi’'nin olusumu, degisik kadin 6rgitlerinin uzun siiredir
devam eden kurumsallasma arayisi ve talebi sonucunda Cumhurbaskan
Mehmet Ali Talat'n inisiyatifi ile gerceklesti. iki ayri birimle; Arastrma
Gelistirme ve Kurumsal Olusum Birimi ile calisan Odak Noktasi’nin en nemli
ozelliklerinden bir tanesi de sivil toplum rgitlerinin etkin kahliminin saglanmas
amaglanan Danisma Kurulu’nun varligi. Peki nasil oldu da Toplumsal Cinsiyet
Calismalari  Odak  Noktasi’'nin  yapilanmasi  KKTC  Cumhurbaskanhigi’'nda
gerceklesti2

1302-9916©2010 emupress
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Kuzey Kibris'ta yapilan ¢alismalara, uluslararasi alanda ve Tirkiye'de yapilan
calismalarin 1sik tuttugu bilinen bir gercek. Bu nedenle, Kuzey Kibris'taki siireci
degerlendirmeden &nce dinyadaki ve Tirkiye'deki gelismelere bakmak
gerekiyor.

Birlesmis Milletler’in  kadin-erkek esitligine yoénelik kendi ¢ahsi alhinda
1940’lardan baslayarak olusturdugu mekanizmalar ve dinyada hizla yayilan
kadin hareketi &zellikle Kadina Karsi Her Tirli Ayrimcihigin Onlenmesi
Sézlesmesi'nin kabul edilmesini(1980) ve BM Dinya Kadin Konferanslari'nin
gerceklestirilmesini saglar. Bu konferanslar kronolojik sirayla 1975 yilinda
Meksika'da, 1980 yilinda Kopenhag'ta, 1985 yilinda Nairobi'de ve 1995 yilinda
Pekin'de gerceklestirilir. Konferanslar sonuglar bakimindan degerlendirildigiinde kadin
haklarinin gelistirilmesi ve toplumsal cinsiyet esifliginin saglanmasi igin atlmasi gereken
adimlara iliskin bir yol haritasinin yanisira kurumsal mekanizmalara artan bir 8nem
verildigi goézlemlenebilir. Bu siregte pek cok tlke kadin-erkek esitligi konusunda
devlet mekanizmasi icerisinde kurumsal yapilar olusturmaya baslar. Ozellikle
Avrupa’daki pek ok ilkede kadin-erkek esitliginin devlet icinde kurumsallasma
streci 1970'lerde, Tirkiye'de ise bu sireg 1987 yilinda DPT biinyesinde Sosyal
Planlama Genel Midirligi binyesinde kurulan Kadina Yénelik Politikalar
Danisma Kurulu ile baslamistir. Diinyadaki gelismelerin 1siginda, &zellikle de
Kadinlara Karst Her Torli Ayrimciligin Onlenmesi Sézlesmesi ve Nairobi ileriye
Yonelik Stratejileri’'nin - kadin-erkek esitligi ile ilgili kurumsal mekanizma
gerekliligi sonucu Tirkiye'de, simdiki adiyla Kadinin Statist Genel Midurligi
(20 Nisan 1990) kurulmustur.

Kuzey Kibris'ta sireg¢ 01 Ocak 1994 yilinda kurulan 1.DP-CTP hikimetiyle
baslar. Hikimet programinda su sézlere yer verilir:

Kadin sorunlari ile ilgili toplumsal ve uluslararasi calismalara ilgi géstermek
hikimetimizin gérevleri arasinda  olacakhr.  Kadinlarmizin - bazi  yasalar
karsisindaki esitsizligini sona erdirmek, kadinlarin toplum icindeki konumlarini
iyilestirmek, kadin sorunlarini saptayip ¢6zim yollari bulmak icin bu amagla
olusturulan érgiiflerde diyalog ve isbirligi icinde gaba harcanacaktir. Kibris Tiirk
Kadinlarinin 1994 Uluslararasi Aile Yili etkinliklerine katlabilmeleri, toplumun bu
konuda bi|gi|endiri|mesi, kadin haklar ile i|gi|i uluslararasi konvansiyon|ar|n
toplumun bilgisine gefirilmesi, gerekli olanlarin yasalastinlmasi veya mevzuatin bu
konvansiyonlara uygun hale getirilmesi icin caba harcanacaktr. Kadinlarimizin
toplumsal yasama daha etkin bir sekilde katlobilmeleri igin kres ve cocuk bakim
evlerinin yayginlastriimasini ve hizmeflerinin efkinlestirilmesini saglayacak tesvik
edici  &nlemler dlinacakir  (KKTC ~ Cumhuriyet Medlisi  web  sayfasi,
htip:/ /www.cm.gov.nc.tr).



Kadin Calismalar ile ilgili Etkinlikler, Notlar ve Raporlar/ 77

Activities, Notes, and Reports on Women’s Studies
Hisktmet Programinda belirlenen politika, Kadin ve Aile Birimi'nin kurulmasiyla
somutlasir. Daha sonra 22 Mayis 1995 tarihinde kurulan 11.DP-CTP hijkimet
programinda Kadin ve Aile Sorunlari Birimi'nin mevcut statisini gelistirmek ve
cagdas yapiya kavusturmanin dnceliki hedefler arasinda yer aldigi vurgulanir.
DP-CTP  hikiUmetinin ardindan, UBP-DP, UBP-TKP ve yeniden UBP-DP
koalisyonlari sirasinda da Kadin ve Aile Birimi calismalarina devam eder.
Amaglanan Kadin ve Aile Birimi'nin yasal bir statiye kavusturulmasidir. Her
degisen hiskimetle, Birim yeni siyasi atamalarla calismalarini sirdirir.

Kuzey Kibris'ta Kadin ve Aile Birimi'nin olusturulmasiyla baslayan sirec,
Kuzey Kibris'in siyasal yapisi, uluslararasi metinlerin yaptirim giicinin olmayisi,
Kibris'taki kadin hareketinin tam olarak egitim ve sosyal yardim kuruluslari olma
niteliginden  kurtulamamasi  gibi  nedenlerle  kurumsal  mekanizmalarin
olusturulmasi igin ihtiyag duyulan 6rgiitli talebin olusturulmasina engel olur.
Kuskusuz, gﬁndemin ilk siralarinin Kibris sorunu tarafindan mesgu| edilmesi de,
bu mekanizmalara gereken dnemin verilmesinin &ntnt hkamis, strec kesintiye
ugramistr.

1950li yillardan baslayarak Kibris Tirk kadin hareketi icerisinde kadinlarin
editim ve sosyal yardimlasma gibi &ncelikli konularda yapmis oldugu
calismalarin zamanla kismen kadinlarin her alanda temsiliyetinin de tartisildigs
bir sdyleme donistigi gorilebilir. Farkl siyasi bakis agilarina sahip kadin
orgitlerinin biraraya gelerek olusturdugu Kadin Platformu’nun 1990°li yillarda
énemli basarilara imza atmasi -Kadina Karsi Her Turli Aynimeciligin Onlenmesi
Uluslararasi Sézlesmesi ile Aile Yasasi bu dénemde Meclis'ten gegirilir- her ne
kadar bu degisime 15tk tutuyorsa da, yukarida da belirtildigi Gzere, gercekte
(sonugta) toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine yonelik calismalar yapan rgitlerin
timinin bu farkindaligin bilincinde olarak calismalara imza athklarini séylemek
mimkiin degildir. Bunun en bariz géstergesi, Kadin Platformu dagildiktan sonra
bazi érgitlerin toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi amaciyla calismalarina devam ederken,
digerlerinin yeniden sosyal yardim etkinliklerine agirlik vermesinden, ya da
mevcut siyasi konjonktiirde eylemsiz kalmay: tercih etmesiyle agiklanabilir.

2000'li yillara girildiginde kadin-erkek esitliginin saglanmasi ana hedefinin
ancak kurumsal bir devlet mekanizmasi ile ¢ézimlenebilecegine olan inang cesitli
kadin rgitleri tarafindan daha i1srarci ve bilingli bir sekilde dile getirilmeye
baslanmishr. Ornegin; kurumsal bir mekanizma olusturulmasina iliskin, O1
Aralik 2000 tarihinde Yurtsever Kadinlar Birligi‘nin dénemin Devlet Bakani ve
Basbakan Yardimciligi'na bagl olarak galismalarini yiiriiten Kadin ve Aile Birimi
Baskani Mahide Ergun’a génderilen yazida su sézlere yer verilir:
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...kadindan sorumlu bir birimin kurumsallasmasini hep &nerdik ve hatta bu
konuda bir miistesarlik olusturulmasi, KKTC Meclisinde konu ile ilgili bir
komisyonun kurulmasini giindeme getirdik. 1995-1996 yillarinda, Kadin
Platformu ile birlikle DPO'de kadinin insan haklari konusunda yasalari
tarama ve uyumlastrma yapmak , ayrica planlama ve bitgelendirmede
kadin konularina da devlet biitcesinden uygun katkinin  yapilmasini
saglamak icin bir de komite olusturulmasini sagladik.... Katkilarimizla olusturulan
bu komisyonun 2 kez toplanmasina ragmen, doha sonralan degisen siyasi
kadrolarla yine yiriyemedigini gérdik. Ne yazik ki, bu konulardaki
girisimlerimizde bugiine kadar gerekli ilerleme saglanamamis ve bu konu
hep ilke giindeminin sonlarinda tutulmustur. Ancak, israrli galismalarimizi
strdirmek ve dzellikle isbirligi yaptigimiz Kadin Platformu yesi derneklerle
daha ileri boyutlarda galismalar yapmak arzumuzdur. Bu nedenle Kadin ve
Aile Birimi'nin kalici olmasinin bugiine kadar tim olumsuzluklara ragmen
gerceklestirdigi  basarili calismalari da géz éniinde tutarak yiirekten
istemekteyiz. Kadindan Sorumlu Aile ve Kadin Birimi olusturuldugu zaman
bu olusumun kalici kilinmasi, giden ve gelen siyasetcilerle degismemesi igin
4. Bes yillik Kalkinma Plani ¢alismalar esnasinda Dome Otel’de diizenlenen
1.Kadin  Kurultay'inda da  gérislerimizi  sunmustuk.  Bu  konudaki
disincemiz, her zaman siyasi yatirnmlardan vzak ve devlet
dairesi gibi hiyerarsik calisma bicimi Gzerine kurulan bir
dairenin olusturulmamasi biciminde olmustur... (Yurtsever Kadinlar
Birligi Arsivi).

Yurisever Kadinlar Birligi'nin 2000 yilinda hazirladigi bu mektup sonuglar:
degistirmez ve 2002 yilinda Kadin Calismalari Dairesi yasalastrilir. Hazirlanan
bu yasa idari kadrolarinin tipik bir devlet dairesi gibi disinilmesinin yanisira,
kadinlari geleneksel kadinlik ve annelik steoretipinde degerlendiren bir yasadir.
Yasanin ¢tkmasina ragmen hicbir zaman kadrolari doldurulmaz ve daire higbir
zaman calistiriimaz.

2004 yilina gelindiginde yasanan Annan Plani ve referandum sireci ile
toplumsal cinsiyet konusu yine &ncelikler listesinde yer alamaz. KKTC
Cumhurbaskanhigi seciminin ardindan géreve baslayan Sayin Mehmet Ali
Talat'in inisiyatifiyle bir toplumsal cinsiyet birimi olusturulur. Bu birim, 6zellikle
kadin &rgitleri ve bu konuda calismalar yapan sivil toplum &rgitleri ve
sendikalarla isbirligi igerisinde gesitli calismalar gergeklestirir. Bunlardan bazilar:
tim kadin drgitlerinin toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi konusunda isbirligi yapmasi igin
bir araya getirmeyi hedefleyen 1. Kadin Bulusmasi, Anayasa degisikliginin
giindeme gelmesiyle Kadina Karsi Her Tirls Ayrimciligin Onlenmesi Uluslararasi
Sézlesmesi'ne uyumlu bir Anayasa’nin hazirlanmasi, 2009’da 8 Mart Dinya
Kadinlar Gini’'nde gergeklestirdigi Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calistay: ile sivil toplum
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orgitleri ve siyasi parti kadin kollarinin  toplumsal cinsiyet taleplerinin
sunulmasidir. Sivil toplum &rgitleriyle gerceklestirilen bitin bu galismalar giglis
bir talebin, kurumsal bir mekanizmanin gerekliligi talebinin  sekillenmesi
sonucunu dogurur.

Birim bu giicli talebin takipgiligini yoparak Kurumsal mekanizmanin olusturulmasiyla
ilgili calsma baslatir. Calisma Toplumsal Cinsiyet Esitligi Kurumu(TCEK) adiyla
somutlasir ve bagimsiz bir toplumsal cinsiyet calismalari mekanizmasi tasarlanir.
Yine ayni dénemde, dénemin Calisma Bakanligi ¢atisi altinda Kadin Calismalar
Dairesi Yasasi'nin kaldirlarak, Daire o dénemde Calisma Bakanligi’'na baglidir-
yeni bir olusum icin calisma baslatlir. Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalar
Mekanizmasi(TOCEM) adi verilen calismanin yasasi hazirlanir. Bu yasaya gére,
ilgili mekanizma Basbakanhiga bagl bir politika Gretme ve uygulama merkezi
olacaktir. iki calismanin, TCEK ile TOCEM'in benzer noktalari olmakla birlikte en
biyik farklar yapisaldir. TCEK'in yasa ile kurulacak bir bagimsiz mekanizma
olmasi ve bir yonetim kurulu ile ydnetilmesi planlanirken; TOCEM'in
Basbakanhgin altinda, bir Baskan ile yénetilmesi hedeflenmistir. iki calismanin
ortaklastinlmasi calismalari sirerken, araya giren erken secimler maalesef bir
kez daha toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi miicadelesinin kurumsallasma galismalarinin
gindemin son sirasina itilmesine neden olur.

Bastan pek cok eksikliklerle olusturulmus olmasina ragmen Kadin Calismalari
Dairesi’nin hig galistirilmamis olmasi pek gok eksikligin devam etmesine neden
olmustur. Pek ¢ok alanda calismalarin olmamasina, veri toplanmamasina,
toplanan verilerin asla toplumsal cinsiyet boyutu ile degerlendirilmemesine; en
dnemlisi de temel insan hak ve zgirlikleri ile celisen yasalarimizin varligini géz
éniinde tutuldugunda; bu alanda calisacak bir kurumsal mekanizmaya duyulan
ihtiyaci da bir kez daha géz éniine serilmektedir.

Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalari Odak Noktasi, tim bu ¢alismalarin birikimi,
farkindahigr ve ivediligi ile ortaya ciktmishr. Kibris'ta kalici ve strdirilebilir bir
¢dziime ulasma cabasi sirerken; olusturulacak yeni devletin, toplumsal cinsiyet
e§it|i§]inin sq§|c1nmc15| yénUndeki gerek|i|ik|eri de icermesi icin olusturulmustur.

Bugine kadar ihtiyag duyulan  kurumsal  mekanizmanin  neden
olusturulamadiginin pek ¢ok nedeni vardir; ancak bu nedenlerin temelinde
Kuzey Kibris'taki cinsiyet rejiminin genis kitleler tarafindan benimsenmis,
igsellestirilmis olmasi yatmaktadir. Geleneksel, kaliplasmis kadinlik ve erkeklik
rollerinin kirlmasi icin sivil topluma biyik gérevler dismektedir. iste Toplumsal
Cinsiyet Esitligi Calismalari Odak Noktasi tam da bu noktada devreye
girmektedir. Odak Noktasi bu kaliplari kirmak igin iki 8nemli gérev Ustlenmistir:
Toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi  farkindaligini aritmak ve esitlik micadelesinin
kurumsallastinlmasi ¢alismalarinin yapilmasina olanak saglamak.
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Su anda her iki gérev dogrultusunda dnemli adimlar atlmaktadir. Kalicr bir
kurumsal mekanizmanin olusturulmasi igin sivil toplum &rgitlerinden olusan
Danisma Kurulu 3 Mart 2009'da  giincii  toplantisini - gerceklestirecekir.
Farkindaligin artirilmasi gérevini yerine getirmek icin bilgi ve dskiiman toplama
calismalar hizlandinlmistir.

Odak noktas’'nin en dnemli hedefi ve dilegi bu kez bu ¢abanin siyasi
iradelerin  keyfiliginde, bir bakanliktan diger bakanlhiga atlmayacak, kalic
adimlar atip ¢alismalar yapilacak bir kurumsal mekanizmanin olusturulmasidir.

Sureyya Celmen Deger

Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalar Gérevlisi
Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalari Odak Noktasi
AR-GE Birimi Sorumlusu

KKTC Cumhurbaskanhg:

Lefkosa-KKTC
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Dogu Akdeniz Universitesi
Kadin Arastirmalan ve Egitimi Merkezi
Kadin/Woman 2000

Yayin ilkeleri

Genel ilkeler

1) Yazarlar, Kadin/Woman 2000'de yayimlanmasini istedikleri ~bilimsel

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

cahsmalarini asagidaki e-posta adresine gdndermelidirler:
jws.cws@emu.edu.tr

Kadin/Woman 2000, Tiirkce ve ingilizce olmak izere iki dilde yayinlanir,

Kadin/Woman 2000'e génderilen yazilar, baska bir yerde yayimlanmamis
olmalidir. Kadin/Woman 2000 Yayin Kurulu tarafindan yayimlanmak
Uzere kabul edilen yazilarda, DAU - Yayinevi bitin yayin haklarina
sahiptir. Ancak yazarlar yayinlanan bilgileri  kismen Kadin/Woman
2000 ne atifta bulunmak tizere baska yayinlarinda kullanabilirler.

Yazilardaki disiince, goris, varsayim, tez ya da savlar yazarlarina aittir.
Dogu Akdeniz Universitesini veya Kadin Arastirmalari ve Egitimi Merkezini
baglamaz.

Tom yazilar, yazar(lar)in kimligi sakli tutularak konu ile ilgili en az iki
akademik danisman tarafindan incelenir. Yapilan degerlendirme hakem
isimleri gizli tutularak yayin kurulu baskani tarafindan yazarlarin bilgisine
sunulur.

Yayin Kurulu, yayima génderilen yazilarda dizeltme yapabilir. Bunlar
yayimdan &nce yazarin bilgisine sunulur.

Yazim Kurallan

1)

Yazilar yayina uygun olarak hazirlanmis figir ve tablolar ile birlikte
elekironik olarak génderilmelidir.
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2)

3)

4)
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Kadin/Woman 2000'e génderilecek yazilar, tercihen Times New Roman
fontu ile 12 punto olarak yazilmalidir. Yazilarin uzunlugu makalelerde 25-
30 sayfayr veya 9000 kelimeyi asmamali, kitap tantimlarinda ise 1-7 sayfa
veya 500-2500 kelime arasinda olmalidir.

Tirkce yazilarda Tirk Dil Kurumunun imla Kilavuzu esas alinmali, yabanci
sdzcikler yerine olabildigince Tirkce sézcikler kullaniimalidir. Tirkcede pek
ahsilmamis sézcikler yazida kullanilirken ilk gectigi yerde yabanci dildeki
karsihgi parantez icinde Tirkce ve ingilizce olarak verilmelidir. ingilizce
yazilarda ise Oxford English Dictionary veya ekleri &rnek alinmalidir.

Yazilar baslk sayfasi, ana metin, kaynaklar, ekler, tablolar, sekil basliklari,
sekiller, yazar notlari ve yazisma adresi ile yazi Tirkse yazilmis ise
ingi|izce, ingi|izce yc12||m|§ ise Turkce olarak geni§|eti|mi§ 6zet (Abstract)
balumlerini icermelidir. Yazarin makalesini hem Tirkce hem de ingi|izce
olarak géndermesi halinde yazisi iki dilde de yayimlanabilecektir.

a) Bashk sayfasi en fazla 10-12 kelimeden olusan makale bashigini,
(kelimeler arasindaki bosluklar ile beraber en fazla 50 karakter),
yazarlarin adi ve soyadi, nvani ve galishgi kurumu icermelidir.

b) Tirkce ve ingi|izce olmak izere ‘Ozet’ ve ‘Abstract’ basliklari
alinda her iki dilde de 300 kelimeyi gecmeyecek sekilde
hazirlanmalidir. Tirkee ve ingilizce 6zetin her biri yeni bir sayfadan
baslamalidir. Bunlarin alinda ayrica ‘Anahtar Kelimeler’ ve ‘Key
Words’ basliklari ile makale ile ilgili nemli anahatar kelimeler (en
fazla 10 kelime) yazilmalidir.

c) Ana metin yeni bir sayfadan baslamalidir.

d) Metin icinde atifta bulunulan qunok ve sahislar (Yazar squdl,
Yayin yili, ve atfta bulunu-lan sayfa numarasi, (Brown, 2003: 23)
seklinde verilmelidir. Metinle ilgili ek bilgiler Ust numaralarla
verilmeli, metin sonundaki Notlar kisminda ayni numara ile
eklenmelidir.

e) Sekillere baslik ve numara verilmeli, basliklar tablo ve figiirlerin
izerinde yer almali, kay-naklar ve figirlerle ilgili notlar ise alta
yazilmalidir.



f)

h)

Ornekler:

Foucault M.
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Tablolar metin icine konmayip, her biri ayri bir sayfaya yazilmali,
metin igindeki yeri marjin iginde belirtilmelidir.

Makalede yer almasi istenen resimler veya cizimler yayima hazir
sekilde gonderilmelidir. Resimler makalede yer alis siralarina gére
numaralandiriimali, metin igindeki yerleri Resim 1, Resim 2 seklinde
parantez icinde gdsterilmeli, resimlerin arkalarina ise resim
numaralari, yazarin soyadi ve kisaca makale ismi yazilmalidir.
Ayrica bunlara ait agiklamalar ayri  bir sayfada sira ile
belirtilmelidir. Resimler disket veya CD izerinde TIFF formahnda
gonderilebilir.

Denklemlere sira numarasi verilmelidir. Sira numarasi parantez
icinde ve sayfanin sag tarafinda yer almalidir. Denklemlerin
turetilisi kisa olarak gésteriliyorsa, hakemlere verilmek izere
tiretme islemi  bitin  basamaklaryla  ayri bir  sayfada
gosterilmelidir.

Metinde yararlanilan tim kaynaklar ayri bir sayfadan baslayarak
alfabetik sirada  Kaynaklar  bashg  altinda  su siraya  gére
verilmelidir: Yazar Soyadi Adi (Yayin yili). Kitap ismi (italik
harflerle) veya makale ismi, Dergi adi (italik harflerle) Basim yeri:
Basimevi, dergide yer aldigi sayfa numaralari. Kitap isimleri ltalik
harflerle, makale isimleri normal harflerle, dergi adi italik olarak
yazilmalidir. Ayrica yayimlanmamis kaynaklardan yapilan alintilar
da tam olarak anlasilacak sekilde kullanilmalidir.

(1979). Discipline and Punishment: The Birth of the Prison .

Harmondsworth: Penguin Books.

Van Dijk T. A. (2006). Discourse and Manipulation, Discourse and Society, 17

(2):359-383

Burada deginilmeyen konular igin APA yazim sartlarina basvurulabilir. Kaynak:
Hacker, D. (2004) "APA" A Pocket Style Manual.Boston, New York: Bedford/St.
Martin's:155-182.
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5) Bu duyuruda belirtilen kurallara uymayan yazilar, gerekli dijzeltmelerin
yapilmasi igin yazarlarina geri génderilir. Yayin Kurulu tarafindan yayim
uygun bulunmayan yazilar bir nissha olarak varsa orijinal tablo ve
figirleriyle birlikte yazara iade edilir.

iletisim Adresi

Kadin / Woman 2000

Kadin Arastirmalari ve Egitimi Merkezi
Dogu Akdeniz Universitesi

isletme ve Ekonomi Fakiiltesi- Ek Binasi
BE280

Gazimagusa - KKTC

Tel: (392) 630 2269

Fax: (392) 392 365 1017

e-mail: jws.cws@emu.edu.tr

http://kwj2000 journal.emu.edu.ir
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Eastern Mediterranean University
Center for Women’s Studies
Kadin / Woman 2000- Journal for Women’ Studies

Notes for Contributors

General Principles

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Essays should be sent to the following e-mail address. jws.cws@emu.edu.tr
Kadin / Woman 2000 publish in Turkish and English.

Manuscripts submitted to KADIN / WOMAN 2000 is expected to contain
original work and should not have been published in an abridged or other
form elsewhere. Acceptance of a paper will imply assignment of copyright
by its author to KADIN / WOMAN 2000 and EMU Press; but the author
will be free to use the material in subsequent publications written or edited
by the author provided that acknowledgment is made of KADIN / WOMAN
2000 as the place of the original publication.

All ideas, views, hypothesis or theories published in KADIN / WOMAN
2000 are the sole responsibility of the authors and they do not reflect the
ideas, views or policies of Eastern Mediterranean University or Center for
the Women's Studies.

All manuscripts are assessed by at least two academic referees without any
sign of the author(s)’ identity and the evaluation of referees without their
names are sent to the author by the chief editor.

The publisher and editors reserve the right fo copyedit and proofread all the
articles accepted for the publication. Copy of edited manuscripts will be sent
to authors prior to publication.
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Instructions to Authors

1)

2)

3)

4)

Contributors must submit their manuscripts electronically including the
original figures and tables to the editor.

Manuscripts must be typed in double-spaced, with Times New Roman 12
font. The length of the articles should not exceed 9000 words and the book
reviews may be around 500-2500 words.

The spelling guidelines of The Foundation of Turkish Language for the
Turkish manuscripts must be taken as standard for the spelling of loan words
in Turkish. Loanwords accepted in English usage should be spelled in
accordance with the Oxford English Dictionary and its supplements. Other
foreign words must be written in Italics and explained in parenthesis or at
deep notes if necessary.

Manuscripts must consist of the title page, the abstract pages, both in Turkish
and in English, the main article, appendix, tables, figure captions, figures,
end notes, the correspondence address of the author. All these must be
written on separate pages. Articles sent in both languages Turkish and

English will be published together.

a. A title page should be prepared carrying the article title consisting
of not more than 10-12 words (maximum 50 characters including
the spaces), author’s full name (in the form preferred for
publication), and author’s affiliation including mailing address.

b. Abstracts, not exceeding 300 words both in Turkish and English
must begin from new pages. Below these the ‘Key Words’ and
‘Anahtar Kelimeler’ (not more than 10 words) must be added.

c. The article must begin from a fresh page.

d. References should be given in the text in this format: (Surname of
the Author, Year of publication and page(s) quoted), (Brown, 2003:
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23). Other additional information may be numbered consecutively
and appear as footnotes.

e. Quoted unpublished material should have full location reference.

f.  Tables and figures should have captions and numbers. The captions
of the tables and figures must be written on the top, and references
and explanations related to the figures must be written below the
table.

g. Original drawings or pictures must be submitted in a form ready for
the printer. Each illustration should bear a number. Captions should
be presented separately on a sheet at the end of the manuscript and

should be identified by number.

h. Equations should be numbered consequently. Equation numbers
should appear in parentheses at the right margin. In cases where
the derivation of formulae has been abbreviated, it is of great help
to the referees if the full derivation can be presented on a separate
sheet (not to be published).

i. The references quoted or referred in the text must be listed
alphabetically in the ‘References’ in this format: Surname initial of
the name of the author (date of publication). Full title of the book (in
italic) or full title of the article/chapter (in regular font) and The
name of the journal/book (in itdlic), the place of publication:
publisher, pages of the article published in the journal. Quoted
unpublished material should have full location reference.

Foucault M. (1979). Discipline and Punishment: The Birth of the Prison .

Harmondsworth: Penguin Books.

Van Dijk T. A. (2006). Discourse and Manipulation, Discourse and Society, 17
(2):359-383.

5) The points not mentioned here please consult APA style or Hacker, D.
(2004) "APA" A Pocket Style Manual. Boston, New York: Bedford/St.
Martin's:155-182.
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6) Articles that do not obey these rules will be returned to the author for the
necessary changes. Papers not accepted by the editorial board will be sent
back to the author together with the original figures and tables.

Correspondence Address

Kadin / Woman 2000

Center for Women's Studies

Eastern Mediterranean University

Faculty of Business and Economics- Annex Building
BE280

Gazimagusa - North Cyprus

(Via Mersin 10 - Turkey)

Tel: (+90 392) 630 2269

Fax: (+90 392) 392 365 1017

E-mail: jws.cws@emu.edu.tr

http:// http://kwj2000journal.emu.edu.tr
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